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B. WESTERMANN & CO.,, 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
(ESTABLISHED 1849.) 
FOREIGN OFFICES AT LONDON, LEIPZIG AND PARIS. 


A gents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 


College and Public Libraries. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


From their recent publications they call attention to the following : 


ENGELMANN and ANDERSON. Pictorial Atlas to Homer’s Iliad and 
Odyssey. Thirty-six plates, containing 225 illustrations from works of art, with descriptive 
English text and an epitome of the contents of each book, for the use of schools and students. 
Folio size, cloth extra, $3.00. Most valuable to teachers and scholars. 


FLUGEL’S Great Dictionary. German-English part, a stout quarto volume of 
vii + 923 pages. Full sheep, $5.50; half morocco, $6.00. 
English-German part, two stout volumes, quarto, full sheep, $11.00 ; half morocco, $12.00. 


PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED: 
BAER and DELITZSCH. Hebrew Texts. Paper, 40 cents and 50 cents. 


BRUCKE. The Human Figure. Cloth, $3.00. 


BRUGMANN. Comparative Grammar cf the Indo-Germanic Languages. 
Vols. I. and II, Cloth, met, $9.40. 


HUTTON. The Swordsman. Cloth, $1.25. 

ROTH. Student’s Atlas of Artistic Anatomy. $7.50. 

STIELER’S Large Hand Atlas of Modern Geography. Half morocco, $25.00. 
TAUCHNITZ. Collection of British Authors. 2700 vols., paper, at 50 cents each. 
TEUBNER’S Greek and Latin Authors. Special lists. 


THIEME-PREUSSER. German-English and English-German Diction- 
ary. Two vols. in one, half bound, $4.25. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 

Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany and France. Periodicals 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 

Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. Regular connections with 
Central and South America and all Oriental countries. 

Binding done here and abroad in every style. 

Auction Sales attended to. 

The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers, English, German, French, Italian and Spanish, furnished 
on 2pplication. 

Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 

With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
information given on topics of interest to Librarians. 
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HE programme of the Lakewood Convention 
is novel,— no papers except the annual and the 
ity of time for 
to lead the 


in fact more 


special committee reports, ple 


sen 


discussion, certain librarians ch« 


debate. The conference will be 


like the meeting of a library club than that of the | 


American Library Association as hitherto con- 
ducted. Year after year the committee of ar- 
rangements has tried to cut down the number of 
papers and to promote discussion; year after year 
This year they have adopted 


measure of 


they have failed. 


the heroic cutting off the patient’s 


head to save him from hydrocephalus. Consider- 
ing the special object of the meeting, to prepare 
for the Chicago Exhibition, there was probably 


hy 


no better cause open to them; but it would not 
be well to draw this into a universal precedent. 
‘he new method will certainly lead to a very 
lively conference, and one at which something 
will be done; but the result of most importance 
the 


librarian can afford to be 


for consideration at present time is that no 


absentfrom it. Papers 
can be read; but the report of a discussion, how- 
ever well done, is but a cold and unsatisfactory 
It is 
the 


the votes valid; it is the interest of all to go, to 


substitute for it. the duty of all to go to 


Lakewood to make debates interesting and 
get the inspiration that is sure to come from a 
large assembly. So let every librarian make his 
preparations to go at once. If there is any hes- 
itation in granting him the necessary leave of 
his that 

ofh 


this is not a summer jaunt, but a time full of hard 


absence, let him impress upon board 
urd 
work, a library school and a plentiful source of 
library energy, and that the nine days of the tour 
which follows it will not be merely days of de- 
served rest, but packed with profit from innu 
merable held 


two or three librarians are gathered together. 


occasional conferences whenever 


Tue declaration of the trustees of the Woburn 
Public Library, quoted in another place, is note- 


worthy. A definite intention to improve the 
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methods of their rary, a clear perception that 


an excellent way 


to accomplish this is to send 
the librarian about to other libraries (his expenses 
paid) to see what they are doing and report mat- 


ters worthy of imitation, are somewhat unusual 





among governing boards and are worthy of all 


praise. 


PRESIDENT PECHIN’s appeal for a free library 
in Roanoke, Va., is interesting as showing the 
value of public libraries in the eyes of an intelli- 
It has another interest as 
Mr. 


no doubt 


gent business man. 
showing how good work tells, Pechin is 


from Cleveland, Ohio, and the excel- 
lently managed library of that city taught him 
| him what a library can do, and made him feel so 
strongly and urge so forcibly the need of one in 
Roanoke. If he succeeds that city will have, we be- 


lieve, the first free library in the State of Virginia. 


WORLD'S FAIR. 


HE importance of making an exhibit at the com- 





| ing World’s Fair which shall show the wonderful 


advance made in library science and offer a 


good working model for those contending with 


practical problems, has already been formally 


recognized, and the vote of the Fabyans Confer- 


ence commits the A. L. A. to the undertaking. 


In order that it be creditably and effectually car- 


ried out, it is imperative that the Lakewood Con- 
lefinitely the character of the 
of 


The committee therefore earnestly 


| ference determine « 


exhibit, and, as far as possible, the means 


making it. 
requests members to come prepared to discuss 
the subject from the practical side; to meet diffi- 
Ities, to decide what is essential, 
No 


Association is so vital as this, and it 


cu and to suggest 
the 


demands 


The 


desirable. matter to before 


the come 


serious consideration from the conference. 





report of the committee found in the August 
(1891) number of the LiprArY JOURNAL, while 
not representing final decisions, gives a compre- 


' hensive view of the present situation. 
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ONE LIBRARIAN’S WORK. 


BY W. BEER, TOPEKA FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY.* 


Tue Topeka Free Public Library, of which I 
took charge in July, 1890, had at that time about 
9500 volumes. It was a collection of which the 
nucleus consisted of 2000 donated books not 
specially selected, and 2500 government publi- 
cations; to these had been added works excellent 
in themselves but not always chosen with the 


view of rounding up the library into a represen- | 
| 


tative whole; in fact, it seemed to enjoy sporting 
in special directions, such as Buddhism and 
Japanese art. 

The conditions which govern the policy of the 
library are the existence in its immediate neigh- 
borhood of the State Library, with 6000 excellent 
works of reference, and the Historical Library, 
with files of all the city and State newspapers. 
Both of these libraries are depositories of public 
documents, but do no treceive the daily Congres- 
sional Record, of which the Public Library re- 
ceives a copy. 

There are two large centres of labor in the city, 
one mechanical, the Santa Fe shops, employing 
1500 men, the other clerical, the Santa Fé Offices, 
employing about 800, many of whom are neces- 
sarily of high intellectual standing. A great 
many men find work with the electric light and 
rapid transit companies. The High School is 
near the library — it has about 400 pupils, and a 
flourishing art school has nearly 50 students. 
The students of Washburn and Bethany Colleges, 
which are not very well provided with books, 
make considerable use of our books, 


My first work was to get rid of a quantity of | 
condemned books the accumulation of years; an | 


examination showed that all had been rebound, 
and that in many cases they were, as to the bind- 
ing, still in good condition, but the leaves were 
torn and dirty. These books were presented to 
various charitable institutions, so wasting °¢ of 
the cost of rebinding. The only way toavoid this 
was to buy cheap books and bind them in such a 
way that the cover should remain good as long 
as the book remained clean. 

The paper-bound books which are most satis- 
factory are Harper's Franklin Square, Lovell’s 
International Westminster and Manhattan Series, 


*This was written last summer. Mr. Beer is now 
librarian of the Howard Memorial Library of New Or- 
leans. 














published by the United States Book Co., and 
Ticknor & Co. 
and their successors have published many excel- 


| Macmillan’s Summer Reading. 


lent books in this form. 
By buying these it is possible to provide at a 


small expenditure a constant supply of books 
new to the library, and refreshing, if not always 
improving, to the readers. They can be kept on 
| separate lists and dropped altogether when worn 
out. 

The permanent catalogue should only contain 
books of permanent value. Books of only tem- 
porary value can be given in short lists issued at 
frequent intervals. 

No small library should be without the com- 
plete set of the Humboldt Library, which, witha 
careful selection from Van Nostrand’s Scientific 
Series, very fairly covers the field of science. 

I have found it desirable to reverse many of 
the magazine covers, so that the latest number in- 
serted shall be first instead of last; in doing this 
the original cover of the magazine is pasted on 
the front and back of the cover. 

Our magazine tables by the end of the day are 
not very neat in appearance. The number of 
publications for which we subscribe and which we 
keep in covers is not large. We add to them 
large numbers of trade and specimen papers ob- 
tained from the exchanges of the local newspapers 
and several liberal merchants. 

During the school term we set aside specia 
tables on which are placed the books bearing on 
the subjects of study for the next few weeks. 

The books of reference of most use to the libra- 
rian are Sonnenschein’s Best Books, or a smaller 
list of the same kind by Acland, the subject in- 
dex of the University of California, and the 
Handbook of the Public Library of Boston. 

The New Fiction Catalogue of the San Francisco 
Public Library is the most useful work of this 
nature which can be placed on the library desk. 
The excellent lists published by Griswold, of 
Cambridge, and by Haferkorn of Milwaukee, are 
too costly for a small library. 

It is hoped that the University Extension lec- 
tures will increase largely the reading in non- 
fiction classes. Lists of the books on electricity 
and magnetism which are on the shelves of the 
Public Library, will be printed with the syllabus 
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in the 
the 


of the first course of lectures, and next 


manual of the Public Schools, after list of 


t I 


special subjects of study, will be given lists of the 


literature available. 

The surpluses, if any, resulting from any of the 
University Extension courses will be devoted to 
the purchase of books or periodicals on those sub- 
jects, under the direction of technical commit- 
tees. 


Steps have been taken to hold a library party 
such as was held at Fabyan’s last year, the surplus 


to be spent on works on costume. 


We are the custodians of the accumulated 
NOTES ON SOME CON 
BY MELV 


BEING compelled to my keen regret to deny 


myself the great pleasure of the California 


meeting, I have tried to recompense myself as 





much as possible by visiting me of the li- 
braries of the Old W accompanied by Mr. 
W. S. Biscoe, of the York State Library, 
who was with me in: ar trip in Scotland, 
England, and France in 1889. Our road has 
taken us through parts of Belgium, Holland, 


Germany, Switzerland, and France before coming 





again to Great Britain. From Antwerp we 
went to the libraries at the Hague and at all of 
the Dutch universities except the smallest at 
Groningen. Leyden University has a special 
interest as the oldest and the one from which 
Mr. Winsor got the notion, which he introduced 
a score of years ago in the Boston Public Li- 





brary, of printed broadsides for cutting and 
mounting catalog cards, and also as the source 
little . lar to 
in New York; 


and now being tried at Harvard as an improve- 
Very much the same 


of the card catalog in books simi 


those used in the Society Library 
drawers. 


ment on card 


plan has been given a new prominence within 
a few months by an Italian pamphlet describing 
We 
also a handle on the upright to help 
the top shelf, but they use the rod 
the shelves for a step instead of the stirrup, such 
Here 


I believe, in the 


it with numerous illustrations. found here 


in reaching 
in front of 


as is made by the Library Bureau. we 


found also the device, adopted, 
new library building of Congress, of having 
open spaces in the iron grating next the shelves, 
that books can and 


tween the different floors of the stack. Curiously, 


so be passed up down be- 


however, in this venerable old library we found 








ancisco con 


* These notes were read at the San F: 


ence. 





THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 121 


It 


bine for the development of the best methods of 


knowledge of the ages. behoves us to com- 


distributing this inestimable treasure to its un- 
conscious owners. 

Public libraries in the past have done much for 
the literary student, much for the school pupil; I 
venture to suggest that in the future it should do 
more for the handicraftsman. I hope to get a 
right to speak in every trade lodge in the city 
and explain to the carpenter, the painter, the 
machinist, and the blacksmith what they can find 


on our shelves of a helpful character. 





INENTAL LIBRARIES.* 

DEWEY. 

that after trial they had filled this space witha 
cord net because of the danger of dropping a 
book through accidentally. The result of hand- 
ng a catalog in the little books is to increase 
one’s confidence in the method. The books 
handle pleasantly and quickly and are much more 
compact, because they can be placed from the 
floor up to the height one can reach. They can 
also be taken intoa better light, and a much 
larger number can consult the catalog at the 


|olis. The 


same time. On the other hand cards cannot be 


added as quickly as in drawers, and there is more 


danger of a book being misplaced. This system 


r some modification of it is clearly the great 
rival of the card drawers as used in America, and 
the old leger with its great folio page as used in 
England, where, however, the American system 


is rapidly gaining ground, 


[he Amsterdam Library, though much the 
youngest, has already conformed to the usual 
rule and outstripped its older sisters, which have 


not the advantage of being located in the metrop- 
i library showed clearly that it was 
and destined 
rhe 
on cards titles 
of Dutch 


of the others 


better organized administered and 


to increase its advantages rapidly. card 


catalog was made by mounting 


clipped from the sheets. Each the 


universities sends to the libraries 


printed sheets of its additions, thus co-operating 


' 
as we should do in America. Amsterdam has 
the great advantage of being at once the library 


of the university and of the city, thus filling a 
douhle function and securing a double support. 
At Strasburg and Berne the same holds true. 
There were more evidences of gifts, and the 


whole atmosphere indicated greater vitality. 
Utrecht by contrast seemed like going back a 


century. It has of course felt the modern 
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development, but ina less degree, and the uni- 
versity shares with the interesting old city the 
air of having been left some generations be- 
hind. 

From Utrecht and at 


Then 


we went into Prussia 


Cologne saw our first German library. 


came the University of Bonn with its remarkable | 


buildings. These were formerly a palace, and 
stretch out nearly 600 meters, about 200 being 
devoted to the library, reading-rooms, etc. 
this some 40 meters have been taken down, and 
they are just completing a library stack that 
seemed thoroughly American. The walls were 
rebuilt to match the rest of the palace, but the 
inside, admirably lighted, was being filled with 
a modern iron stack of five stories. They were 
putting down the beautiful Italian mosaic floor 
so much used in Europe, which seems specially 
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Of | 


adapted to book-stacks, It is as clean as polished 


oak, as beautiful as the handsomest carpet, and 
as fire-proof as the brick walls. 

At Heidelberg the great University Library was 
clearly chiefly used for the storage of books little 
used. At the various institutes, laboratories, etc., 
which were admirably equipped and gave evi- 
dence of great activity, we found small working 
libraries of the books in constant use. 
nest university man, who had worked faithfully 
in his special field for some years, confessed that, 
till he accompanied us, he had never been inside 
the University Library. 


An ear- | 
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ing ground steadily but slowly. In scores of 
places we found on inquiry that bad methods 
and equipments had been recognized, and that 
the officials were hoping for the day when they 
could adopt substantially or exactly the forms 
we have found best in our American work, for 
the 


in the library movement. 


they all recognize leadership of America 

The stack system of shelving and the card 
catalog either in drawers or in the little books, 
as at Leyden, Heidelberg, etc., seem to be ac- 
cepted as unquestionably the best methods, but 
their conceptions of the card catalog in drawers 
are very crude. These catalogs are little more 
than bits of paper or cheap pasteboard with 
ragged edges, standing without guides in a box 
or drawer poorly fitted for its special work. 
One understands after trying to use such so- 
called card catalogs why some so strongly oppose 
their use, and 
quick and easy manipulation seems not to have 


Guides are almost unknown, 
been studied. 

pitifully 
small, showing how little use is made of the 


Accommodations for readers seem 
books as compared with American standards. 
On the other hand, with their accumulations of 
centuries they make a showing of mere count of 
In it 


is the reservoir library in which books are stored; 


volumes that astonishes us. other words, 


the workshop library is being envolved from this, 


| and still more slowly the popular library for the 


Strasburg gives the greatest inspiration to an | 


American librarian. Here is the miracle of a 
library of 700,000 volumes all collected since the 
of 


the authorities was largely due to the earnest- 


war 1870. This result we were assured by 
ness and efficiency of the librarian, who had left 
no stone unturned in advancing the interests of 
the library to which he had 


self. 


devoted him- 


A magnificent new building is approaching 
completion and shows already that a practical 
and skilful librarian has studied his problem suc- 
cessfully. The university library is also the 
provincial library of Alsace-Lorraine and sends 
to any responsible citizen such books as he may 
need, if he pays express. We found quite a 
room full of wood boxes of assorted sizes for 
packing such books safely. Each has a padlock 
and travels back and forth many years before 
being worn out. There are hundreds of items 
that would interest our members, but I have only 
time to sum up impressions without speaking of 
other libraries visited at Zurich and Berne. 


The conception of the modern library is gain- 








recreation of the people. One appreciates this 
from the common rule that books called for one 
day must not be expected to be ready at the 
counter till the next. The impression left on 
our minds aftera month’s wanderings on the 
continent was that the dawn was beginning to 
appear. 
is catching the modern library spirit and infusing 


Here and there an earnest librarian 


new life and efficiency into his institution. 
America is the pioneer, with England as a fine 
second. 

I was never before so much encouraged as to 
the future work of the L. A. U. K. and the A. L. 
A. 


two years. 


There has been a distinct advance in the past 
There is much to be done, but the air 


e 


is full of hope, and 1 am promised a strong an! 
enthusiastic delegation in response to the in- 
vitation from the A. L. A. to meet with us at 
Chicago in 1893. They will join heartily with 
us in the exhibits, and the most hopeful would 
have been fully satisfied with the warmth of their 
reception of the five delegates from the A. L. A. 
and of the messages we brought to our cousins 


on this side the sea. 








ee 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING BILI 
Pres. LINDERFELT sent out the following cir- 


cular, Feb, 24, to Messrs. Springer, Holmar 


r 
McMillin, O'Neill, and about fitty others 
DEAR SiR: I have just learned with pleasure 
that Senate bill No. 1549, regulating the printing 


and distribution of public documents, and care- 
fully prepared by the joint special committee 
on printing, has passed that body with such 
modifications as have removed all reasonal I 
ections that might have been urged avainst 
some of its provisions, and is now before the 
House. The importance of this measure to tt 


} 


libraries of the country, and the general excel- 








lence of the bill as passed by the Senate, impel 
me to venture to address you, in my capacity of 
President of the American Library Association, 
and in its behalf bespeak your cordial support of 

hen it comes up for 


the measure in discussion, w [ 


consideration in the House, and by your vote in 
its favor. For fifteen years the American Libra- 
ry Association has urged the necessity of reform 
in the methods of distributing government pub- 
lications to libraries, and successive committees 
appointed for this purpose have attempted to 
secure the attention of Congress to this matter 
It is, therefore, a source of great gratinic: 
us that the present Congress, after a thorough 
investigation and careful consideration of the 
whole subject, has accorded us a full hearing a 

submitted a bill that grants us substantially al! 
that has been asked for the library interests of 
the country. I can assure you from my own 


1 


knowledge that the officers of all public librarics, 





both large and small, whether directors or libra- 
; ; 


rians, are heartily in favor of the measure and 


would be grievously disappoinfed if it should 


to pass after having reached the stage it is now 
in. There are some points in which our wish 

have not been met, and amendments will un- 
loubtedly appear to some of us desirable, but in- 
dividually I have sufficient confidence in the 
thoroughness with which the preparatory work 


has been done ard in the chara 








Lic- 
men who submitted their admir LuUS- 
tive report on the sul that 
there are weighty reas nay not 





be aware, against the adoption of our suggestions 


and to earnestly hope for the passage o: the bil 
as it now stands. 
Briefly state l, the 1dvantages secured vy the 





provisions of this | which in the opinion of 








the whole library profession (and the published 
proceedings of the meetings of the American 
Library Association will bear me out in this as- 
sertion) ought to secure its speedy passage, al 


as follows: 

1. It is by all odds the best and generally 
most satisfactory solution of this important 
question that has ever en presented for the 
consideration of Congress. 

2. It abrogates none of the rights and privi- 
leges now enjoyed by the members of Congress, 
and the various departments of the government, 


ition of pul 


as regards the printing and distribution of pub- 





lic documents. 
3. It provides for an adequate supervision cf 


1 
i 


both priating and distribution, which will make 
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t possible to prevent duplication and needless 
waste of valuable materi 





4. Itconcentrates the distribution of government 
iblications to the libraries { great centres of 
popula 1 in a single agency, and thcreby makes 
re ably certain that all the iments t 
which they are st entitled will prom \ 
rwarded to these nportant institut s, which 
are the real Isse ators of the formation 

t Congress decrees should | t before the 
peop-e. 

5. It provides for the proper ¢ tion into 
sets, index cataloging, b nd lettering 
of the publications of each ( ress, and of 
successive Congresses, the inadequacy of all of 
which has heretofore been a standing reproach 


to the government, and a source of annoyance 
to all who use its publications, 

6. It regulates the number to be printed of 
each particular document, in accordance with the 
femand which experience has shown to exist for 
iving to Congress to rovide by spe il act 





r any unusual or unexpected 1and that may 
arise. 

7. It facilitates the acquisition by an individual, 
mm re na terms, of any government publi- 
ation in which he may be specially interested, 


without expense to the government 
8. It creates no new office or officer, but 


simply enlarges the sphere and usefulness of a 
bureau already existing. (See Sec. 67.) 

» By substituting order and system for the 
present confusion in the printing, marking, and 
distribution of government documents, there 
will unquestionably be effected the saving of a 


large sum annually, without detriment or incon- 





idicate how closely the recom 
mendations of the American Library Associa- 
with the provisions of the present 

a copy of the report submitted to 
und adopted by that body in October, 1591, 





though there had been no consultation before- 
hand, 

In the hope that you will favor me with a 
word, indicating that we may look for your 


active support in this matter, which is of para- 


mount nportance to all the braries, and the 


Pres. American Librar {ssociation. 


He also went down to Chicago, at the sugge 
tion of Mr. Ames, in order to try and see some 
of the members of Congress who were on a visit 
there, Feb. 22, but found they were so occupied 
with what they had on hand, that it was us 
to try to have any interview. 

Mr. J: G. Ames writes to hin 

* Your letter addressed to members of Congr 
cannot fail to have a decided influence, I thins 
with many who will receive it. It seems to meth t 
the House can hardly resist the ir 
now Leing brought t bear from ali sections wut 


rence which !s 


the country, by librarians and others interested 
in the provisions of the bill, for they must feel 
that a very large and very influential section of 
their constituents is very earnest in its desire 
that the bill shall pass without material change 

‘| had hoped that Mr. Richardson, the chairman 






























































of the Printing Committee in the House, would be 
able to get the bill before that body prior to its 
taking up the consideration of the tariff and 
silver bills and the principal appropriation bills, 
but he has not- been able todo this, so that I 
fear now the consideration of the printing bill 
will have to be postponed until these other mat- 
ters are out of the way. I most sincerely trust, 
however, that the matter will be taken up and 
disposed of during the present session. As soon 
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THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.—III. 


BY C: C. SOULE. 


(Continued from the March issue.) 


Vv. HOW TO BUILD A LIBRARY, 


Some of the principal criticisms on the man- 


| agement of the library having been presented in 


as I am able to get out I shall see Mr. Richard- | 
son and learn what the prospects in regard to the | 


matter are. In the last interview I had with him 
he said that he had received letters from several 
librarians, and that he felt there was a decided 
change on the part of many members in their 
views as to the wisdom of the provisions of the 
printing bill, and I think that if he can get it up 
in the House he will secure a majority vote in its 
favor.” 


PUBLIC DOCUMENT BILL. 

Mr. BYNUM INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING BILL: 
A BILL providing for the prompt supply of 
all public documents to the designated de- 
positories of documents. [H. R. 597 


5977 


previous letters, the way is now’cleared for con- 
sidering the matter which most interests and 
puzzle the public at present —the great cost of 
the new building. 

It is evident from the utterances of the press 


; and from the comments of citizens that the ar- 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of | 


Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembied, That it shall be the duty 
of the Public Printer to furnish to the Secretary 
of the Interior, as soon as they shall be published, 
five hundred copies of each and every document, 
book, or pamphlet printed by the Government, or 
by any division, department, bureau, or other 
branch thereof at the Government Printing Office, 
excepting only confidential matter and blank 


forms and circulars for private use of the Govern- | 


ment offices. Documents bearing a Congressional 
number shall be furnished unbound and stitched; 
all other documents shall be furnished in the 
form in which the greatest number is published. 
Immediately on receipt of the same the Secretary 
of the Interior shall cause such documents and 
publications to be transmitted through the mails, 
under frank, one copy to each State and Terri 
torial library, and each designated depository of 
documents. 

SEC. That whenever any bureau, divis- 
ion or department shall have any book, docu- 
ment, or pamphlet printed at public expense at 
other than the Government Printing Office, it 
shall furnish five hundred copies of the same to 
the Secretary of the Interior who shall immedi- 
ately cause them to be transmitted one copy to 
each State and Territorial library, and one to 
each designated depository, as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. That the provisions of this act shall 
not be 
for the distribution of the leather-bound sets of 
documents bearing Congressional numbers to the 
designated depositories, but shall be in addition 
thereto, When any document is otherwise pub- 
lished in more than one form, it shall be furnished 
only in the form first published, except when re- 
published in a revised and enlarged edition. This 
act shall apply to all publications made at public 
expense, whether the same are authorized to be 
sold or distributed gratis. 


2 


chitectural effect of the building is not equal to 
the lavishness of the outlay upon it, and that it 
does not give universal satisfaction. But it is 
not proposed here tocomment upon its architect- 
ure, except so far as points of usefulness are in- 
volved. There seems to be very little use, at 
this late day, of discussing questions of taste, 
Questions of utility are much more important. 

Before entering upon an examination of the 
evolution of the new building to its present form, 
it will not be amiss to pause for a moment and 
think how a library ought to be built, Fort- 
unately, there is nothing technical in the general 
principles. They are matters of common sense 
which any citizen can comprehend. 

In the first place, what is the trust committed 
by the public to the trustees of the Public 
Library? Itis simply the proper management 
of the library. So far as the building is con- 
cerned their duty is only to see that it makes a 
good working library, equal to and better than 
any library buildings which have been erected 
elsewhere. 

The keynote to any inquiry as to their fidelity 
to their trust may be caught from the motto on 
the letter-heads of the American Library Asso- 
ciation: 

‘* The best reading for the greatest number, at 
the least cost.” 

They ought to use the public money as eco- 
nomically as possible, in building as well as in ad- 
ministration, not only on general grounds, but 
especially because the annual appropriations are 


y 


| always insufficient for the active work of the 


construed to anoul the existing laws | 





library, and whatever increases the financial bur- 
den of the city must further diminish its ability 


| to devote a sufficient sum to library service. 


A clear conception of the duty of library 
trustees in this respect can be reached by com- 
paring their powers with those of the school 
committee. There is no more reason why a 
library building should be ornate and expensive 
than aschool building. Both should be substan- 
tial, appropriate, and of such form and material 
as to satisfy rather than offend the eye. If the 
size or prominent position of a library ora school 
seems to render expensive ornament desirable, 
the ornament is matter outside of the school or 
library province, and belongs to the city at large, 
or its representatives in council, for decision. 

What steps would a board of trustees naturally 
take in planning a new building for the Boston 
Public Library ? The plan of the present build- 
ing is now universally condemned. There is 
nowhere in the world a public library building 
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which can be considered as a perfect model in 
the light of modern developments of the library 
system. But 30 years of experience should show 
at least what ought to be avoided, and enable the 
heads of different departments to say what their 
requirements are. The first step would naturally 
be to get from the librarians and assistants their 
suggestions as to the size and relation to each 
other of the working-rooms of the new building. 
A rough calculation being thus made of the space 
needed, the next step would seem to be to send 
to other large libraries in America and abroad, 
especially those occupying buildings erected dur- 
ing the last 20 years, to get the suggestions 
of the librarians as to defects or merits of ar- 
rangement that had been developed by use. 
Having obtained these results of experience the 
world over —not only from the imperfect medium 
of printed reports, but from actual inspection of 
the buildings themselves, and from thorough 
questioning of the men in charge —the trustees 
and their librarians could formulate practical re- 
quirements and call in an architect to fit together 
the requisite rooms, and to give the exterior the 
dignity and grace which the genius of the Ameri- 
can architect has shown itself capable of evolving 
lain material and limited resources. 
After the architect had made his rough out- 
lines of the floor plans, it would seem to be the 
part of prudence to send copies of them around 
to the librarians for further 
suggestions before they were finally adopted, and 
before the exterior of the building had even been 
1. As an architect's impulse is naturally 
lings artistic and expensive, the 
xeople who spend the 
h 


2 





even out of f 


nost experien ed 


considere 
to make his bui 
trustees, representing the | 
money, ought to caution their ar 
unnecessary outlay, and keep a strict watch over 


itect against 


his plans and estimates. Unless they thus limit 
him, any extravagance is more their fault than 
his. 

If, after the plans are finally matured, the 


architect and the trustees are led to believe that 
an economical building would be too plain for 
the site or its surroundings, and that it would be 
desirable to put additional money into a more 
elaborate structure, they ought then to report 
progress to the City Council, stating how much 
money would suffice for a plain and useful build- 
ing, large enough for the needs of a generation 
to come, and how much more would be needed to 
make it architecturally ornamental. Discussion 
of this report in the press would develop public 
opinion; the City Council could make a deliberate 
appropriation, and the trustees could then go on 
to build with the people to supportthem. The 
difficulties of planning large buildings being well 
understood, no fault would probably be found if 
the final cost somewhat exceeded the estimates, 
provided these proper preliminaries had been 
observed, and provided that the trustees were 
careful in supervising the construction. 

But in any event the trustees are forbidden by 
ordinance to “ make any expenditure or incur any 
liability on behalf of the city until an appropria 
tion ... has been made therefor; nor shall 
(they) exceed any specific appropriation made for 
(their) department.” 

There are two conditions, moreover, which | 
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ought always to limit the outlay on a library 
building. The first is in regard to size. It is 


not only necessary to erect a building larger than 


will answer the probable needs of the next 30 or 
40 years, but it is positively unwise to do so. 
Library science is still in a state of development. 


Scores of large libraries will be built during that 
time — each, it is to be hoped, better than its 
predecessors. The plan adopted to-day may be 
outgrown and d ted 30 years from now. If it 
is extended through a building larger than present 
uses require, it not only makes this generation 
pay for what it does not want 
in solid stone lines which will cramp the next 
generation in its schemes of development. 


s credi 





it lays down 


hot 
pul 





In erecting a library building, therefore, the 
wise plan is to set aside land enough for further 
growth, but to build only for immediate use, 


leaving ample opportunity for such extgpsions as 
shall not only increase the facilities of the library, 
but shall adapt them to future enlargements of its 
sphere of usefulness. 

The other consideration ornament. 
There is no reason why the exterior of the library 
should not be grand and even ornate if money can 
be spared for it; but the interior should be simple 
and devoid of showy ornament. 

It would seem to be an elementary rule of com- 
mon sense that, while good taste in color and 
form should prevail everywhere throughout a 
ibrary, no room intended for proper library 
uses should contain such decoration or ornament 
as will attract visitors who come to gaze, and not 
to use books. If statuary, | 
are desirable in a library 
building, they ought to be displayed in the corri- 
dorsand in show-rooms set aside for that purpose 
and not needed for study 

Some very sound statements in regard to the 
principles which should govern the construction 
of a new building are found in recent annual re- 
ports of the trustees. 

In 188i they ‘* The most conveniently 
arranged®buildings recently constructed must be 
carefully studied. ... No elegant edifice 
to be designed in which books are to be depos- 
ited in to the architectural or orna- 
mental structure of the building.” 


regards 


aintings, mosaics, or 


marbles considered 


Say 
1s 
} 


contormity 
, 


In 1882 Its construction should be adapted 
to its contents and its work. ... Rooms ar 
ranged for economic administration, and prompt 
accommodation of students and readers. A 
library structure should be fitted for its uses, like 
a well made garment to the human body.” 

In the 33d annual report, 1885: ‘* One condition 


of building is the construction of an edifice which 


shall cost no more than the loan authorized by 
the vote of the city government ($450,000). 
.. Under any event it would seem that 
whatever may be desired it must be framed 
within reasonably defined economical estimates 
In the 34th annual report, 1885: ‘‘ The first 
condition is convenience of arrangement .. .; 


the second condition, equally binding on the trus- 
tees, is the ability of the city to contract for the 


| structure upon the terms of the loan to which the 


cost of the building has been limited by the City 
(still $450,000 ). 
These are cxcellent sentiments. 






































































































































NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARIES. 


Tue State Board of Library Commissioners 
has issued a circular calling attention to the act 
of the last Legislature, designed to encourage 
every town in the State, not already provided 
with one, to establish a free public library. The 
law in substance provides that when any town 
shall annually appropriate for the use and main- 
tenance of its free public library a sum not less 
than fifty dollars if its last assessed valuation was 
one million dollars or upward, or a sum not less 
than twenty-five dollars if the valuation was less 
than one million and not less than two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, or a sum not less than 
fifteen dollars if the valuation was less than two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, the State 
Board is authorized and directed to expend, upon 
the application of any town having no free pub- 
lic library owned and controlled by the town, a 
sum not exceeding one hundred doilars for books 
for such town entitled to the benefits of these 
provisions, such books to be used by the town for 
the purpose of establishing a free library. 


A BUSINESS MAN'S APPEAL FOR A 
LIBRARY. 
Mr. Epmunp C, Prcuin, President of the 


Commercial Association, of Roanoke, Va., has 
issued an appeal for a free library in that city. 

‘* This appeal,” he says, *‘ is made from two 
stand points: 

“ First. On purely philanthropic grounds. A 
tree library will give assistance to many earnest 
souls who, wanting to advance mentally and in- 
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tellectually, are hampered by surroundings and | 


circumstances. 
ment means better men, wider 


Mental and intellectual improve- | 
views, a fuller | 


appreciation of what is good and true, more | 
pamphlets or papers of any kind printed by au- 


comfortable lives, a higher civilization, and a 
better world. 


“ Falling toa lower, but most important plane, | 
| tions thereto. 


to the ordinary man, especially to the young 
man, it will offer inducements for him to spend 
his time profitably instead of idly, and sur- 
rounded by healthy instead of possibly unhealthy 
influences. It will serve as an incentive to self- 
improvement and, beyond question, to clearer 
views of duty and higher aims in life. Neces 
sarily this must be a gradual process, but none 
the less certain. 

‘Second. From a strictly selfish standpoint. 
Roanoke can only be made a successful, pros- 
perous town through its workingmen. These 
must be attracted hither, then held, and this can 
only be done by holding out to them steady em- 
ployment, good wages, comfortable homes, and 
fitting opportunities for the recreation, diversion, 


and improvement of themselves and families. | 


Churches and good schools are essential, but the 
next most valuable handmaid is the free library. 
It has been established by the most positive 
evidences elsewhere that an attractive and well- 
equipped public library has had an extraordinary 
influence in bringing and keeping that class of 
intelligent workingmen and women who give 
the largest value to an industrial town. 
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These people Roanoke must have and mnst 
keep as its citizens; therefore every man who 
has a dollar invested here, either in houses or 
lots, should be vitally interested in extending 
a helping hand to this most meritorious under- 
taking. 

‘** To the ladies, always foremost in every good 
work, a special appeal is made, to assist by not 
only their good wishes, but effective influence. 

“ This matier is not an experiment. Able men 
and women the country over have gone through 
all of the preliminary work, have corrected 
earlier mistakes, established admirable systems, 
have learned by experience what should be done 
and what left undone, and have kindly offered 
to help in any way possible. 

“ Correspondence has already been opened with 
the American Library Association and the proper 
steps taken to secure the largest results from the 
money to be expended.” 





A SPRAT TO CATCH A HERRING. 


OF 7 
BRARY. 


A HANDBILL "ER PUBLIC LI 
OBJECTS OF COLLECTION 
Desired by the 
DENVER (COLO.) PUBLIC LIBRARY 
rgth and Stout Streets. 


Colora 


Everything Relating to 

Books, new or old, one or many, on any sub- 
ject. . 

Magazines, new or old, one or many. 

Pamphlets on any subject. 

Every book or pamphlet on any subject re- 
lating to Colorado or any part of it. 

City Ordinances, Proceedings of Mayor and 
Council, reports of Committees of Council, 


thority of the city, reports of Boards of Trade, 
maps of cities and plats of town sites or of addi- 


Pamphlets of all kinds, annual reports of so- 
cieties, sermons and addresses delivered in the 
State, minutes of church conventions, synods or 
other ecclesiastical bodies of Colorado, political 
addresses, railroad reports; all such, whether 
published in pamphlet or newspaper. 

Catalogues and reports of colleges and other 
institutions of learning, annual or other reports 
of school boards, school superintendent and 
school committees; educational pamphlets, pro- 
grammes and papers of every kind, no matter 
how small or apparently unimportant. 

Copies of the earlier laws, journals and reports 
of our Territorial and State Legislatures, earlier 
Governors’ messages and reports of State officers, 
reports of State charitable and other State insti- 
tutions, 

Files of Colorado newspapers and magazines, 
especially complete volumes of past years. 

Maps of the State, or of counties or townships, 
of any date; views and engravings of buildings or 
historic places, drawings, paintings, portraits, 
etc., connected with Colorado history. 

J. C. DANA, Librarian. 
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A BOOK-THIEF. 


Tue Pratt Institute 
January its first 
and brought it to a satisfactory con 
far as concerns the library. 

For some time past it had been evident that 
om the reference department, 


} 


1 


Free Library had during 
experience with a book-thief 


1usion, $0 


books were going f 
one at a time, at intervals of several months; 
it was not until last October that they began t 
disappear at intervals of a week, which gave some 
hope of fixing suspicion upon the guilty perso 

After several weeks’ cl watching, during 
which use was made of various devices to aid in 
the detection, a young man who 
quently to consult books was singled out as the 
offender, and the attention of the library staff 
was concentrated upon him from that time on. 


His method of working was to stroll about 
among the | 


ose 


came in fre- 


reference shelves, which from lack 
of space are obliged to be in the form of stacks, 
to single out some small book that would easily 
go into the pocket he had especially made for 
the purpose, to carry it to the back of the refer- 
ence department, and see if any one were back 
there watching, leave it and bring another book 
forward for consultation. Having done with 
that, he would go back ostensibly to return it 
to its place, conceal the small book in his 
et, and innocently walk out. His career was 
stopped early in January by the janitor of the 
Institute, who was soon as 
the man appeared ia 
cealed himself where 


pock- 


for as 
and who con- 
tch the retfer- 


always sent 
the library 


he could w: 


ence-departmem. He finally caught the thief 
inthe act, and as he was leaving the building 
arrested him, having been granted power of 


arrest by the city authorities. 
All but three of 
dozen in all—and a collection of about 
1uadred volumes was 
rooms, many of them taken from other libraries 
and book stores, without d The collection 
is at the City Hall, Brooklyn, and will remain 
there for ayear. Among the books isa copy of 
the Decimal Classification, whose number should 
cause it to be identified either by the Library 
Bureau or by the library losing it. 
rhe thief claimed to be a theological student 
without money to go to college, and to have 
gathered the books together purely for purposes 
of study. His trial was ended by a suspended 
sentence of eight years in the Penitentiary 
suspended in view of the fact that it was a first 
arrest and that he was young, only twenty-one— 
but it becomes active the moment that he 
comes known as a further transgressor of the law 
in any way — and he is of course under police 
surveillance. Much sympathy was expressed for 
him by people who thought his motive in taking 
the books atoned for much, and by others who 
were especially moved by the grief of the young 
man’s relatives, who have enjoyed a good repu- 
tation, and who were greatly shocked and heart- 
broken over the transgression of one in whom 
they had reposed so much confidence, and he is 


recov ered, a 
three 
young ma 


the books were 





ound in the 


uot. 


be- 


likely to be looked after by some of these phi- | 


lanthropists. He has been confined to his bed 
ever since the trial, and it is hoped that the shock 


may have been a salutary lesson. 
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American Library Association. 


; \ 1.VN i 
\ iA Mh V 

AT Lakew May i¢ I9 First Session 
Monday even .% clock Announcements, 
sider n I printe report of the pro- 
¢ gs of t Sa Francisco meeting, Presi- 
t's address, reports of Treasurer and Secretary. 
Second Ses Tuesday, 9 a.m Reports 
ot st ling, finance, [ ‘ rary school, 
ument er w t and constitution 
revision committees; reports of the trustees of 
the permanent fund a the Committee on A. 
L. A. exhibit at the World’s Columbian Ex 
position. The consideration of their last report 

will be made the special order for Wednesday 
Chird Session Tuesday, 2p.m. Meeting of 
the officers of the various State associations; 
meeting of the A. L. A. Publishing section 
Puesday, 3 p.m., meeting of the State As- 
sociation of State Librarians and of the Trustees 


and College Library sect 
Fourth Session Tuesday, 8 


of the question-box, « 


Opening 

ing 

Fifth Session — Wednesday, 9 a.m. Considera- 
ion of the reports of the Committee on A. L. A. 
at the World's Fair; general discussion 

Session Wednesday, 2 
mn on World’s 
p.m 
mn — Wednesday evening 


xperience meet 


exhibit 
Sixth 


Fa 


tinuation of discuss exhibit: 


annual dinner at ¢ 


Seventh Sessi Social 





meeting, under the dire n of Mrs. Kate E. 
Crunden 

Eighth Session hursday, 9:30 p.m. Papers 
on speciai subjects. 

Ninth Session— Thursday, 2 p.m Election 
of officers, selection of time for next meeting 


Leave I 


ial train for 


akewood about 
A meeting 


Unfinished business. 





7 p-m. on spe sSaitimore 
of the New Jersey State Library Association will 
be held some time during the stay at Lakewood, 
Tenth Session — Friday, 9:30 a.m Business 
meeting in Peal ody Institute, Baltimore: 10:30 
4m. to 1:30 p.m., visit to Enoch Pratt and 
Johns Hopkins University Libraries; 30 to f 
p.m., arrangements will be made to show the 
jelegates the Johns Hopkins Hospital, the new 


Mercantile Library, the McCoy Art Library, and 
other institutions. 

Eleventh Session—Friday, 8 p.m. Public 
meeting, subject and speakers to be determined 


on hereafter; leave Baltimore late in the evening 
for Washington. 

[Twelfth Se lay, 9 
consideration of report of committee on public 
the libraries. 


ion 


sion — Satur a.m Further 


aocuments; a visit to various 

Saturday, 2 p.m., recept 

jamin Harrison; visits to places of interest. A 

meeting 

named by the committee; subject for discussion, 
Functions of Free Libraries.” 


It may be necessary to modify the 


by President Ben 


public will be held at some hour to be 


Baltimore 


and Washington programs somewhat to meet 
the wishes of the local committees. 

Prominent librarians have been selected as 
‘leaders’ at each session 

Sunday — Rest. 

Monday, May 23 i.m., start on the Post- 


Conference trip. FRANK P. HILL, Secretary. 
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TRAVELLING ARRANGEMENTS. 

Special arrangements have been made for the 
territory covered by the Trunk Line Association, 
Central Traffic Association, Southern Passenger 
Association, and New England Passenger Associ- 
ation. This includes practically all territory east 
of the Mississippi. 

All tickets from the West, from New England 
or the North should read ‘‘ Via New York” and 
** Over the N. J. Central R. R. from New York 
to Lakewood.”" Members are urged to use the 
certificate plan in all cases where possible, as the 
concession is granted only on condition that roo 
certificates be used. Members should obtain cer- 
tificates even if in doubt whether they will use 
them or not. 

The concession obtained is full fare to Lake- 
wood and a one-third fare returning by same 
route. 

In buying tickets ask for a certificate for attend- 
ance at the meeting of American Library Associa- 
tion at Lakewood, N. J 

This certificate shows the route over which 
ticket is purchased, the amount paid, and when 
countersigned by the proper officers, insures the 
return ticket at one-third fare. No reduction can 
be obtained without the certificate. If it is not 
procurable at the point of starting, buy to the 
nearest station of a trunk line and purchase to 
Lakewood. If an agent has nocertificates of any 
of the above associations it is evident the road is 
not a member and it must be obtained elsewhere. 
All agents of roads belonging to the various as- 
sociations are prepared to issue certificates. 

Mr. H. E. Davidson, 146 Franklin Street, Bos- 
ton, will be glad to give any further information 
possible to aid members in attending the mecting. 

From Boston, — The regular party will leave 
Boston at 9 a.m. from the Old Colony station at 
Park Square, Monday, May 16, connecting at 
we City with the special train leaving New 

fork at 5 p.m. 





EXPENSES. 

Fare and luncheon on the train. ..... $5.75 

Transfer in New York. .........000. 35 

Fare New York to Lakewood,........ 1.45 

Three days’ stay at Lakewood........ 7.50 
Returning direct to Boston from Lake- 
wood at one-third fare and transfer 

Sea WOU cocousnccees se-eneene 2.50 

Pb ebadbbeesecnnsenensnsas $17.55 


Any incidental expenses ‘for the return trip 
should be added. From Boston to Lakewood, 
Lakewood to Baltimore and Washington as per 
itinerary and back to Boston, including a two 
and a half days’ stay in Washington, $36.50. 

From Boston to Washington, Washington to 
New York and back to Boston, covering all ex- 
penses at the meeting, with stay in Washington 
and the Post-Conference excursion, $73. 

From New York. —A special train leaves 
Liberty Street Ferry via N. J. Central R. R. at 
5 o'clock om Monday, May 16, Regular trains 
leave at 8:15 a.m., 1:30, 3:45, and 4:20 p.m. 








| York to Lakewood. 


| sion should provide 





EXPENSES. 
Puse te Labeweeds. «.ccscccctvcocces $1.45 
Three days’ stay at Lakewood........ 7.50 
PUN GHGs 0 000s ce vaccesexs Séeeedes .50 
WOR k cecescceccsscsncceons $o. 45 


From New York to Lakewood, Lakewood to 
Baltimore and Washington as per itinerary and 
back to New York, including a two and one half 
days’ stay in Washington, $28. From New York 
to Washington, Washington back to Washington 
on the Post-Conference excursion and back to 
New York, covering all expenses, $65. 

From Chicago. — Western members intending 
to join the Chicago party should inform Mr. F. H. 
Hild, of the Chicago Public Library, who is 
making the travelling arrangements from that 
point. Fare from Chicago to Lakewood and re- 
turn, not including sleeping-berths, will be about 
$26. 

NOTES. 

All baggage should be checked through New 
This obviates the necessity 
and annoyance of transfer and re-checking. 

Those going upon the Post-Conference excur- 
themselves with summer 
clothing. 

Members should purchase their tickets for the 


| trip to Washington, or Washington and return to 








New York, and also the Post-Conference ex- 
cursion, in advance of the meeting if possible. 
This will secure better accommodations at the 
hotels, as in so large a party “‘ first come, first 
served ” must be observed. 

All who contemplate attending this Conference 
are asked to send notice at once to H. E. David- 
son, Secretary Library Bureau, Boston, if in the 
East. Those intending to jointhe Chicago party 
should address Fred’k H. Hild, Public Library, 
Chicago, in order that sufficient accommodations 
may be secured in advance. 

H. E. DAVIDSON, Ass’t Sec. 


ITINERARY. 
Monday, May 16.— Leave Boston 9g a.m., 
Old Colony Station at Park Square. Lunch on 


the train. Transfer from Harlem River to Jersey 
City, arriving 4:30 p.m. Leave Jersey City 
5 p.m., arrive at Laurel House, Lakewood, 6:45 
-m. 
: Leave New York, via Liberty Street Ferry (N. 
J. Central R. R. Depot), at 5 p.m. Join the 
Boston delegation at Jersey City. 

Tuesday, May 17, to Thursday May 19, at 
Lakewood. 

Thursday, May 19.— Leave Lakewood 4:30 


5 


p.m., arrive at Philadelphia, 7:15 p.m. Supper 
at the B. & O. station. Leave Philadelphia 8 
p.m., arrive at Baltimore 10:30 p.m. Transfer 


to Carrolton Hotel. 

Friday, May 20. — In Baltimore, as per pro- 
gram. Leave Baltimore at 10 p.m., arrive at 
Washington t1 p.m. Transfer to Ebbett House. 

Saturday, May 21, and Sunday, May 22, in 
Washington. 

Monday, May 23. — Leave Washington, Balti- 
more & Ohio Station, 8:00 a.m. in a special train. 
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Arrive at Harper’s Ferry 9:45 a.m. ; allow suf- 
ficient time to view the attractions of this histori 
place. Arrive at Hagerstown I1:15 a.m., leave 
at 11:40 a.m.; cross the Blue Ridge and arrive at 
Gettysburg 1:10 p.m.; Eagle Hotel; carriage ride 
over the battlefield in vehicles furnished by the 
Ziegler & Holtzworth stables, accompanied by 
Mr. Luther W. Minnigh, the well-known guide; 
visits will be made to the prominent points on 
the field, including Cemetery Hill, the National 
Cemetery, Culp’s Hill, Spangler’s Spring, the 
scene of Pickett’s charge, the Peach Orchard, 
the Wheat Field, the Devil’s Den, the Valley of 
Death, Little Round Top, etc. 

Tuesday, May 24.— Leave Gettysburg 7:30 
a.m., recrossing the Blue Ridge; arrive at Luray 
at 12:00. Lunch at the Depot Dining-Rooms. 
Leave at 12:30 p.gi.; arrive at the Grottoes 2:15 
p.m., visiting the same. Leave at 5:00 p.m.; ar- 
rive at Basic City 5:30 p.m.; Brandon Hotel. 

Wednesday, May 25.— Leave Basic City 8:00 
p.m. Arrive at Charlottesville 9:00 a.m.; leave 
at 10:30 a.m.; arrive at Basic City 11:30 a.m 
dinner ; leave at 12:15 p.m.; arrive at Natural 
Bridge Station 2:15 p.m.; stage to Natural Bridge 
returning to the station, and leave at 4:45 p.m 
arrive Roanoke at 6:30 p m.; Hutel Roanoke, 
Thursday, May 28.—In Roanoke. Leave at 
45 p.m,; arrive Richmond, via Petersburg, at 
$5 p.m.; Ford’s Hotel. 

The Commercial Association, of Roanoke, Va., 
has authorized its President, Mr. Prechin, to 
tender to the A. L. A. an informal reception. 

Friday, May 27. — 1n Richmond. Leave at 2:00 
p.m.; arrive Virginia Beach 7:00 p.m.; the Prin- 
cess Anne Hotel. 

Saturday,May 28. — At Virginia Beach. Leave 
at 2 p.m.; spend two hours at Norfolk, and arrive 
at Old Point Comfort, Hygeia Hotel 7:20 p.m. 

Sunday, May 29. — At Old Point Comfort. 

Monday, May 30. — At Old Point Comfort. 
Opportunity to visit the National Home for Dis- 
abled Volunteer Soldiers, the National Cemetery, 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute, St. 
John’s Church, Hampton, etc. Leave Old Point 
Comfort at 7 p.m. on one of the elegant steamers 
of the Norfolk & Washington, D. C., Steamboat 
Co., sleeping accommodations furnished. 

Tuesday, May 31. — Breakfast on the steamer; 
arrive at Washington 7 a.m.; transfer at 7.30 
a.m, to the Baltimore & Ohio Station, * Royal 
Blue Line;” leave at 8 a.m.; arrive at Jersey 
City 1.30 p.m., New York 1.40 p.m. 

Elegant special coaches will be furnished in all 
cases for the railroad travel, but not drawing- 
room Cars; sleeping accomodations on the steamer. 

Price $40, including transportation from 
Washington, returning to New York as per sched- 
ule, transfers in Washington and at other points 
required, handling of all checked baggage, car- 
riage ride at Gettysburg, guides, tolls, Grottoes 
and Natural Bridge, stage to jNatural Bridge, 


lunch at Luray, breakfast on the steamer, hotel 


accomodations at Gettysburg, Basic City, Roan- 
oke, Richmond, Virginia Beach, Hygeia Hotel 


services of conductor, baggage-man, et 
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COLLEGE SECTION. 


Mr. Fletcher has issued the following circular 
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Definition (for the present pur pose), College Any educa 
tional institut n 
American Library Association, Annual Meeting, 

1892, at Lakewood, N. J., May 16-19; Balti- 

more, May 20, and Washington, May 21. Col- 

’ Section, Tuesday afternoon, May 16. 

The college section was organized at the 
White Mountain Conference in 1890. Owing to 
the small number of college librarians present 
and the pressure of other business no meeting 
was held at the San Francisco Conference in 
1891. But at Lakewood a large attendance in 
this section is anticipated, a half day has been 
g, and it is very desirable 





allowed for its meet 
that some work should be planned in advance, in 
order that the session may be interesting and 
profitable. 

You are therefore urged to 

(t) Attend the meeting! The time has passed 
when any library can be wisely and economically 
administered without being in touch with the 
progressive movement represented by this meet- 
ing. Inno class of libraries is there more call 
for development along new lines, and for a wise 
meeting of new demands than in those connected 
with our educational institutions. 

(2) Come wita some report of new work done 
or some experiments tried (either with success 
or failure), or at least with some question which 
seems to you of importance. 

(3) Send immediately to the undersigned, 

a. The topic on which you will be prepared 
to present a written contribution (which you will 
read if present) to occupy not more than ten 
minutes 

b. Any subject or question which you would 
like to have discussed, nominating, if you can, 
the person to be asked to present the sam 

rhe time is short! Veréum sap! 

W. I. FLETCHER, 
Librarian Amherst College, 
Chairman of College Section, 

Amuerst, Mass., Apr. 15, 1892 

C3" If you have not received the program of 
the general meeting, with railroad rates, etc., 
apply to The Library Bureau, Boston, Mass. 


Librarn Clubs. 
MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY 


THE seventh meeting of the Club was held at 
the Boston University, Boston, on Wednesday, 
Feb. 17, at 7:30 p.m. 

The attendance was small — only about fifty 
persons being present, and perhaps in conse- 
juence some slightly heretical opinions were 
expressed on the subject for the evening, which 
was cataloguing. The question of author's 


names coming under discussion, the Club queried 


through Mr. Jones the necessity of having a law 
passed obliging every author to put his or her 
name in full on the title page, to which sugges 
tion was appended the amendment that every 
woman should put in addition the name she ex- 
pects to have when she marries, as this would 
| simplify the cataloguer's work. Mr. Houghton 
| favored taking one name of a writer and keeping 
it whatever happened, and letting the domestic 
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arrangements take care of themselves. 
cussion was opened as to the advisability of using 
the full name of an author or simply the name in 
common use, and the Club lamented the necessity 
of the constant repetition of the name on each 
successive card, as for example, Ernst August 
Karl Johannes Leopold Alexander Eduard, Her- 
zog von Sachsen Coburg-Gotha. 

Mr. Swift asked how many were in the habit 
of tacking on all the names to be found, and with 
few exceptions all hands went up; he then asked 
how many, on the contrary, were in the habit of 


using their common sense about the matter, and | 


not a hand appeared. It was thought by some 
that the first card in the card catalogue might 
have the full name and such biographical data as 


should seem necessary to individualize the man, | 


Miss Green wished there might be some scheme 
for discovering the subject of a book without 
being obliged to read it through, whereupon the 
Club decided it would be well to force the author 
also to signify on the title page the subject about 
which he had written. Mr. Badger thought that 
in many cases it is evident the author does not 
know what his book zs about. It was deemed a 
good plan to let the most important word in a 
title become the subject heading for the book, as 
for example ‘‘ The History of Civilization;” but 
an instance was cited of a book whose title was 
something like “ The Chemistry of Sanitary 
Science,” while in the preface the author distinct- 
ly stated that the book was about neither chem- 
istry nor sanitary science. 

The printing of slips for cataloguers in the be- 
ginning of books, as has been done in a few 
cases, was declared unsatisfactory thus far, but 
it was thought by some that this might be man- 
aged in such a manner as to be of use, and, when 
suggested by Mr. Lane, it became another of the 
Club's decrees that publishers be required to fur 
nish these entries on cards which may be bought 
with the books. 

Several other matters of interest came up for 
discussion, as joint-author difficulties, fiction im 
prints, etc., and two devices for card catalogues 
to supersede the drawer were shown by Mr. 
Badger, one the book form, the other a wooden 
box with movable end. 

After passing a vote of thanks to the Boston 
University, the Club adjourned shortly before 10 
o'clock, tragically impressed with the fact that, 
despite the Mede-and-Persian laws which had 
been resolved upon this evening, the minutia of 
cataloguing, owing no doubt to the absence of 
those not present, are still hopelessly seething, 
simmering, sizzling, swirling, wriggling, wrest- 
ling, whisking, whirling in Charybdis. 

E. P,. THursTon, Secretary. 


NEW YORA 
MARCH 
THE regular monthly meeting of the 


LIBRARY CLUB. 
MEETING. 
New 


York Library Club was held at the Young Wom- | 


en’s Christian Association, No. 7 East 15th St., 
New York City, Thursday afternoon, March 10, 
1892, at 2:30 o'clock. About 50 members of the 
Club were present. 

Mr. Hill anounced the time and place of hold- 
ing the A. L. A. Conference for this year. 
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Mr. Berry. — 1 think there will be enough go- 
ing trom this vicinity to make it worth while to 
engage a private car. This is often done in such 
cases, and is a great convenience to all concerned. 
One person takes charge of all the arrangements 
and thus saves much inconvenience and anxiety tc 
those desiring to attend. A special train from 
Lakewood to Washington would also be a great 
convenience. 

Mr. Hill.-- The indications are that this will 
be the largest meeting we have ever held, as 
about 200 may be expected to attend. Thisisa 
larger attendance than we have ever had. Is that 
not so, Mr. Berry ? 

Mr. Berry. —I think it is. I understand that 
the members of the Library School expect to at- 
tend in a body. 

Mr. Hill. — 1 was invited several months ago 
by one of the members of the Committee on the 
Endowment Fund of the A. L. A. tocall the at- 
tention of this Club to this fund, and asked if we 
would take the matter up and give it our support. 
Shall a committee be appointed to take the mat- 
ter into consideration? I presume you have all 
received letters in regard tothe bill now before 
Congress in regard to the printing and distribu- 
tion of public documents from Mr. Dunn, Libra- 
rian of the State Library at Indianapolis, and 
from the Executive Committee of the A. L. A, 
Action should be taken upon this matter at once. 

Mr. Peoples said, from what he could learn by 
talking with Congressmen, he did not think the 
bill would pass. He had done all in his power to 
help in getting it enacted. 

Mr. Hill.—Mr. Carr, the Treasurer of the 
American Library Association, is present, and we 
should be glad to hear from him in regard to this 
bill and library matters in Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Carr said he had received a letter from 
Mr. J. G. Ames, Superintendent of Public 
Documents, in regard to the matter, in which he 
urged the writing of letters to members of Con- 
gress. He thought such letters would help to se- 
| cure the passage of the bill. 
| Mr. Baker asked how a library would be ben- 
| efited by the present bill more than by the pres- 
| ent law. 
| 


Mr. Carr. —I cannot see that libraries would 
have anythingto lose. The libraries will receive 
regularly documents that have heretofore been re- 
ceived, if at all, simply through the courtesy of 
Congressmen. The bill will also probably in- 
crease the number of depositories. 

Mr. Hill. —1 think we can see a great many 
beneficial points in it. Miss Coe, have you 
studied this bill ? 

Miss Coe.—I1 have not done so. Our great 
care has been to get rid of the documents we have 
on hand. We are simply a circulating library, 
and we keep only a few of them, such as the pub- 
lications of the Geological Survey and works cf 
that character. I should think, however, the law 
would be a benefit, even to libraries which are not 
| depositories. 

The proposed law was quite fully discussed and 
its numerous advantages named. The general 
opinion of the members seemed to be that the 
bill was one which would materially benefit the 
libraries and that ought to become a law. 
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Mr. Hill. — Miss Watson desires me to extend 
a cordial invitation to all those present to take 
tea with her after the exercises are over. I am 
sure we shall all be glad to accept her kind invi 
tation. 

Mr. Baker was then called upon to open the 
discussion of the subject chosen for this meeting: 
‘* Library Development in New York City.” 

Mr. Baker, in opening, said: This matter of 
New York library growth naturally interests us 
more than almost any other question. The be- 
ginnings of our libraries show lack of money and 
lack of system. They were glad to get together 
any kind of a collection of books without giving 
themselves much thought as to their plans. We 
are glad that such libraries were started. Among 
them were the Mercantile Library, the Appren- 
tices’ Library and that of the Library Society, 
which furnished popular reading to men and 
women, Whatkind of libraries do we need here 
in New York Of the Tilden fund we do not as 
sume to say what shall be dune with it, but we 


should give expression as to what needs to be 
done. I have but onethought to throw out, and 
that is this: do we need a scholarly library or 
popular libraries, by which I mean reading- 
rooms and circulating libraries? I can realize 
how strong the temptation is to those who give 
money to create a great library for scholars that 
shall contain large and valuable collections of 
books and give their founders fame and a name. 
But what ! think we need here in New York 
more than all! else is a vast system of small free 
public libraries in every ward, or still more close- 
ly located. If we review our present libraries we 
see that the scholars are already well provided 
for. In witness of this fact look at the Astor, 
the Lenox, and the Columbia College Library, 
which is rapidly becoming one of the best collec- 
tions of books to be found in the country. Step- 
ping outside of these we have the Mercantile Li 
brary and the Society’s Library; we have techni 
cal libraries, and libraries of medicine and law 
There are at least two as good law libraries as 
can be found in the country, and three or four 
others that are excellent. In medicine we have 
the library of the New York Academy of Medi 
cine and two or three others. The theologians 
are also well provided for, and the minor sciences 
are well represented. But these libraries are all 
small compared with what they will become in the 
near future, judging from the growth that has 
been made in the last ten or fifteen years. When 
we turn round and ask what has been done for 
the public and for the cause of popular educa- 
tion, we find that not so much has been done; 
that in fact very little has been done. I should 
say that if I was the guardian of a fund of sev 
eral million dollars, my plan would be, not to 
found a scholarly library, but to create small li- 
braries, fifty or sixty of them, scattered through 
the city and managed like the free circulating li- 
brary, but increasing its usefulness twenty or 
forty-fold. What we need seems to me to be 
this group of small libraries scatiered throughout 
the city. For this purpose five or even ten times 
the amount of the Tilden fund could be used to 
good advantage. These are my thoughts; they 
may not meet with the views of this Club, but it 
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seems to me this is what should be done, The 
tendency, unfortunately, is to build a monumer 
to one’s memory in the form of a large library o 
reference, 

Mr. Peoples. — You have heard the remarks of 
Mr. Baker. We should be glad to hear from any 
others, 





‘ 


Miss Coe. —I1 should like, in order to provoke 
discussion, to make a suggestion There is a 
general criticism made concerning New York 


iS, that there is 


especially by foreigners visiting 1 
[ lof the l braries, 


no library. They 

such as we have. We have no fine building or 
collection of books or system which at once 
strikes the eye of the visitor, and I do feel that, 
in addition to the great number of small libraries 
we have, we ought to have a grand library,a 


aii to get h 








beautiful, worthy building, and a fine collection 
of reference-books owned by the public What 
we need is a system by which all! the libraries 
shall come together under one system. Then 


the $2,000,000 that we shall get from the Tilden 
fund could be used simply as a book fund. I 
think the New York Free Circulating Library is 
ready to be swallowed up in such a system. 
Mr. Green said to me on Thanksgiving Day: 
‘*Are you ready to be swallowed up?” To 
which I answered, ‘‘ Yes.” I do wish that every 
one who has any influence in New York would 
use every effort to secure one great, free, beauti- 
tul library, such as they have in Boston. 

Wr. Peoples then called for other remarks. No 
one responding, he said: I have not given this 
matter much thought or attention. Mr. Bigelow 
said to me a few weeks ago that they should not 


put one penny into brick and mortar. Ido not 


know what his ideas are, except as this remark 
indicates, There was atime when the Mercan- 
tile Library hoped to build up a great library for 
New York, It tried to interest the merchants of 
New York in this matter. Several died, but with- 
our remembering the library in their wills. Mr. 
lilden, during the last fifteen years of his life, 
was a constant user of the Mercantile Library. 
[he book on his table that was being read to him 
just previous to his death belonged to the Mer- 
cantile Library. During his Presidential! troubles 
a message came to me from Gramercy Park. I 
went to his house. He wanted to secure informa- 
tion which was contained in some of our books, 


I sent an express wagon load of books up to his 








house, and there they remained until after the 
matter was settled I was told that at his death 
the Mercantile Library would be remembered. 
You may imagine what was my surprise, when 
his will was read, to find that the Mercantile LI- 
brary was not even mentioned in it. 

Mr. Crerar was for a long time a member of 
the Mercantile Library,and kept up his member- 
ship long after he went to Chicago. He seldom 


came to New York without calling at the li- 
brary. 

I do not think we sha!l open any more 
branches. We have made up our minds that the 
library is compelled to work along without pub- 
lic help rhis is the reason we have built on our 
old site. We have there a valuable property 

Miss Coe. —The Mercantile Library has a 





spiendid property. 
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Mr. Peoples. — The Mercantile Library is will- 
ing to be left. I think it has a field to fillin New 
York yet. We attempt to fill the popular want, 
and buy many duplicates of a single work or set 
of quite popular books. We bought 100 copies 
of *‘ The History of David Grieve.” It some- 


times seems a great waste, especially after a book | 


has had its run and we have the duplicate copies to 


get rid of, but it must be done in the line of our | 


business. I think there will always be a place 
for us in New York, 

Miss Coe. — It seems to me that there is noth- 
ing in your practice but what we could all follow 
to advantage if we only had the means, 


we bought three copies for each of our branch li- 
braries. 


Mr. Peopies. — We have 1700 people who now | 
library was thrown | 
open to the public these people would not receive | 
| creasing, as it is in a locality which is now giving 


If this 


own our building. 


the service they do now. I hope to see the time 
when New York will have a great central library 


and branch libraries, which will be an ornament | 


to the city. Are we not liable, however, to fall 
into the same difficulty that they have met with 
in Boston, with their Bates Hall? This has been 
the feature which has given character and reputa- 
tion to that library, but much of their money goes 
into it. From $100,000 to $150,000, represent- 
ing a capitalization of $3,000,000, are spent each 
year in maintaining their library. 


Are they doing as much good as they could | 


with smaller libraries? I think there is much 
truth in the criticism that is being made in Bos- 
ton that more money is being spent on the schol- 
arly side than in the branches. 

Mr. Henry M. Leipziger, Assistant Superintend- 
ent of Schools in New York City, then said: 
I am interested in this question, and came here 
because of my interest in it. I am interested in 
the schools. If $5,000,000 were to be spent I 
should agree with Mr. Baker's ideas. I believe 
in local things rather than in central ones. 
Board of Education for two or three years has 
taken up the plan of giving lectures in the neigh- 
borhoods where the people live. They attract to 
them people that would not go to Cooper Union. 
The need of local libraries is very great, as 
schools are spreading all over the city. As the 
people are not likely to come to a central library 
we must scatter these local libraries among the 
people. I have asked the scholars, in some of 
my examinations in the schools, if they had ever 
been to the Metropolitan Museum. Many of 
them told me they did not know there was any 
such institution. I believe a few books well read 
and digested will be a powerful aid in enlighten- 
ing our scholars. I think in our institutions of 
learning there should be professorships in reading. 

Mr. Stevens. —1 think New York can boast of 
the only railroad library in the country, if not in 
the world. 

Miss Coe.—I have been asked by the princi- 
pals of five public schools if the Free Circulating 
Library could not co-operate with the schools. 
It seems to me that stations could be established 
at the schools, letting one of the teachers act as 
distributer of the books, the main work, of 
course, being done at the library. 


The | 








Mr. Baker.—I1 should like to see this plan 
carried out. 

Mr. Leipsiger suggested that the subject of the 
relationship of libraries to the schools would 
make an interesting topic for some future meet- 
ing. 
Str. Carr referred to the Enoch Pratt Library, 
of Baltimore, with its branches, the library in 
Toronto, which is carrying on a similar work, and 
to that at Manchester, England. The libraries of 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and Jersey City each havea 
system of delivery stations, which are very suc- 


| cessful in creating an interest in their respective 
We | 
could not buy 100 copies of ‘‘ David Grieve,” but | 


libraries. The best work of the Boston Public 
Library is being done in its branches. 

Mr. Peoples asked Miss Coe to explain why the 
Jackson Square Branch of the N. Y. Free Circu- 
lating Library was not more successful. 

Miss Coe. — Because it is just around the cor- 
ner. The population in the neighborhood is de- 


way to business, it being near the river. The 
Jackson Square Library is going to start delivery 


stations. I think a free library should be on a 
thoroughfare. 

Mr. Peoples. — That is my experience with pay 
libraries. 


Mr. Baker. — The Executive Committee would 
be glad of suggestions for our next meeting. 

Miss Ge. — 1 would suggest, The relation of 
libraries to light literature,and how far they 
should encourage its use. 

The relation of the library to the public schools 
was also suggested. 

It was then unanimously voted that the thanks 
of this Club be extended to our hosts for their 
courtesies on this occasion. 

The Club then adjourned, and at once repaired 
to the parlor, where tea, through the courtesy of 
Miss Watson, had been prepared, and to which 
ample justice wasdone. After a short time spent 
in a social way the members gradually dispersed 
with pleasant memories of the hospitalities shown 
by the Librarian and Managers of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association. 

Gro. WATSON COLE, Secretary. 
CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB. 

MEETING at Chicago Public Library, Friday, 
April 8, called to order 8 p.m. Dr. Poole in the 
chair. The subject, ‘‘ Howto Read and How Not 
to Read,” was continued from last meeting. 

Dr. Poole spoke as fullows: In the report of 
the last meeting I should have been made to say 
that a person familiar with a subject could read 
an octavo book on that subject in one evening. 
Not any book on any subject, but on a sub- 
ject with which he was thoroughly acquainted, 
and needed only the new light and not old theo- 
ries. A person ought to read with a definite sub- 
ject in his serious reading. Every one should 
have a special subject, and examine it in all its 
varied relations, 

He should cultivate his critical faculties; as I 
said at the last meeting, he should attempt to 
make himself a specialist on his subject. But the 
question constantly arises, How shall a person 
‘*read"’? I think a person should read as if he 
was to write upon that subject. He should keep 
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this in view, and I think no one has read a book | 
properly unless he has put himself in position to 
write about it. We have timeto read only afew 
books, and should make it a rule to read only the 
best books, and so read them as to be able to write 
a notice of them. Read books with pencil in hand 
prepared to make notes, not on the books them- 
selves, unless you own them; certainly not in 
a library book. I read with a block of paper at | 
hand, and carefully note down such passages as I 
wish to refer to, giving volume and page. I | 
make over the thought of the author into my 
own language, and this I retain, but not the literal 
language of the author. Having read the book, | 
go over the notes, reject some, modify others, and 
in writing the notice use the material of the book 
so as to show fairly what the book is. Even if 
the notice should not be printed, this practice 
trains us in observing the leading points, in 
clear thinking, and in concise modes of expres 
sion. 

After the session the other night one of my 
staff did what I always like to have done —asked 
some questions. These are as follows 

The question I would have asked was upon 
rapidity in reading. Is not the ability to “ see 
through a book” a gift? a pure mental gift, as 
much as that of memorizing music ? 

A musical memory is a gift, undoubtedly, which 
cannot be cultivated. William Mason, one of 
our best musicians and composers, a few years 
since, utterly failed as a public player. He gave 
successful piano recitals through the country for 
a while, then retired — why ? simply because he 
could not memorize music, only as a person can 
memorize a poem, word by word. 

I have often noted this ability of 
through a book ataglance” as a pure mental gift. 
Where the person possessed it, large numbers of 
books were digested with rapidity; where not, 
other gifts were substituted. H. W. Beecher 
did possess it, consequently read little, if anything; 
did not recall his own books when read to him; 
while Norman Macleod read prodigiously, because 
his biographer says, ‘‘he took in a book at a 
glance.” 

Is not, then, this mental penetrating and appro- 
priating of thought by swift reading as mucha 
gift as a musical memory? 

I do not think this facility of rapid reading is 
purely a gift, but that it is acquired by practice 
and experience. 

This applies especially to reading sale cata- 
logues, as Mr. Hild can testify. We read them 
almost as fast as we can turn the leaves, seeing 
every title, observing the condition, binding, 
number of volumes, price, recalling whether the 
work is in the library, and deciding whether we 
will buy it. Toa novice this is as much of a | 
mental feat as Theodore Thomas reading his 
music scores, and yet it isa common experience 
with librarians. 

The statement as to Henry Ward Beecher is, I 
think, palpably an error. 

He possessed the faculty of reading a book at 
a sitting. He had a large private library, and 
read a great many books. He had the faculty of 
seeing through a book in a most remarkable 
manner, and his splendid imagination enabled | 


. 


seeing 
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him to fill out a picture from a few words, and so 
to read a sentence at a glance, and get through 
a book very rapidly. 


Miss Ambrose. — How can you cultivate this 
habit of rapid reading? 
Dr. Poole. — The habit develops itself by prac- 


tice. Constant practice alone enables one to be 
proficient. Take this matter of reading cata- 
logues. You notice one author, and make a 
mental comment, “ we have that,” and so pass on 
down the page. But you areall the time looking 


| out for a new author or a new edition which the 


library does not possess, and details of time, place, 
and binding —all pass before your mind in rapid 
review. 

Don’t you find that so, Mr. Hild? 

Mr. Hild. — Yes, 1 do. In the course of three 
or four hours I can go over 15,000 titles, and I 
constantly find that the more books we have ina 
library the easier it is to read catalogues, as 
these titles are skipped. 

Dr. Poole. — To return to the subject of a 
specialty, and to repeat what I have already said, 
I think each one of us ought to be a specialist 
ought to know more about a certain subject than 
any oneelse. This subject cannot be recom- 
mended, and must be found out by the individual, 
and frequently comes in some accidental way. 
For instance, most of you know that I have been 
a hobbyist on witchcraft. Now I came to take 
this upina purely accidental manner. | was born 
in Salem, Mass., within a quarter of a mile 
where eighteen of these witches were hung, and 
grew up in this place. But all this had no effect 
on me, and not until I was a young man did my 
attention turn to the subject of witchcraft. It 
was in the year 1848, while I was in the Boston 
Mercantile Library, that I saw a certain passage 
in a book relating to the Salem witches. I said 
to myself, ‘* If that is true, then the preconceived 
theories about the Salem witches are all wrong.” 
That set me to reading up the subject, and I read 
every book on witchcraft, and subsequently wrote 
on the subject, and went clear to the bottom, for 
nothing has been written since to refute my 
opinion. The time for reading must be adapted 
to each individual. My best time is from g to 12 
in the evening, and it is in these hours that all my 


| literary work has been done. As to recommend- 





ing books and courses of reading. In addition to 
what I said at the last meeting about Pycroft's and 
Kent’s course of reading, I would class Lubbock’s 
‘* Best 100 Books” inthe samecategory. I don't 
believe he reads one of those books, 

Mr. Hild. — How are you going to reach the 
48,000 readers who patronize the Public Library in 
the course of year? The librarian and his as- 


| sistants cannot reach them personally, and they 


can only be attended in a general manner. I 


| think myself they should be encouraged to read, 


and perhaps something might be done by printed 
directions. But on the whole, about all we can 


| do is to see that only the best books are bought, 


and that all vicious books are kept out of the 
library. 
Dr. Poole. — My remarks were particularly in- 


| tended for literary people and scholars who 


found their greatest pleasure in reading. 1 think 
browsing ina library is one of the best things to 










































































| 
do. This habit runs through the lives of all| Aliss Ambrose. —I agree with Mr. Hild as to 


literary men. 


Mr. Hild. —1 find we can reach more of the | 
| of a book instead of reading the book itself. 


young people by our branch reading-rooms than 
in any otherway. In these rooms are from 300 
to 500 volumes of standard English authors, his- 
tory, biography, travel, some science, poetry, 
and criticism, and the higher grades of fiction. 
The books are freely open to every one. Much 
benefit is derived from this throwing open the 
shelves to readers and allowing them to see and 
handle the books themselves. 

Miss Clark.— Dr. Poole, do you not think 
there are more elementary books, more hand- 
books, published than formerly ? 

Dr. Poole. — Yes, I do; and these handbooks 
are not an injury, and are directly a help to selec- 
tion of books. 

Mr. Wickersham. — A few years ago, when I 
was brought more into contact with readers than at 
present, I was frequently asked to outline a course 
of reading. I think slips could be prepared con- 
taining a few books, perhaps not more than half 
a dozen on various subjects, science, history, biog- 
raphy, travel, and these slips be freely distributed 
to all those desiring information on these sub- 
jects. 

Mr. Hild. — This matter has received a great 
deal of attention lately at the Boston Public 
Library. They are finding that the number of 
titles on any one subject in their catalogues is 
confusing to the ordinary reader, They have 
been thinkiog of printing broadsides and leaflets. 
Something of the kind will have to be done in 
our library. 

Mr. Reade. — A few years ago I had some 
experience in this line in this very library. I 
became interested in the Central Asian question, 
and came here to find some books on the subject. 
I consulted the finding list, but could make no 
discrimination, and so had to read everything on 
the subject in order to get what I wanted. Sub- 
sequently I became interested in the study of the 
Mogul Dynasty. Here | found anumber of books, 
and read them all. I could have been saved a 
great deal of time by reading only a few of them 
if I had found a book to tell about them — some 
guide-book to reading, some list of selected books. 

Mr. Wickersham.— There is no deubt but 
that such books would be of great assistance — 
especially to young and inexperienced readers. 
Certain books conld be named on a few topics 
with the idea simply of starting persons on a line 
of reading. 

Mr. Hild. —1 would like to say to Mr. Wicker- 
sham that the American Library Association 
has been trying for 16 years to get up a list of 
3000 books on selected subjects, and has not yet 
succeeded. 

Dr. Poole. — This brings us to the subject of 
adopting the study of bibliography in schvols 
and colleges, and I would reiterate what I said 
at the last meeting on this subject. Most of 
college students are wofully ignorant on the sub- 
ject of bibliography. 

Mr, Hild. — Dr. Poole, I think you are re- 
sponsible in a large degree for that. The use of 
your index has driven students to periodical ar- 
ticles instead of to the original sources. 


| raphy should be taught in colleges. 
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that theory in regard to use of periodicals. I 
have seen students satisfied with reading a review 


Mr. Reade. —1 think this subject of bibliog- 
My obser- 
vation at Amherst from 1856 was that 
the students as a rule were entirely guiltless of 
any literary knowledge. No time was left for 
outside reading, nor were we at all encouraged to 
do any. 

Dr. Povle.— Such was my experience at Yale 
College a few years earlier than when Mr. Reade 
was at Amherst. Nowas to the subject of a guide 
to reading: I think a little book could be gotten up, 
of say 30 pages, treating of reference-books, tell- 
ing what the principal books are, and what the 
difference of scope is in encylopedias. If lever 
have time I will make such a manual. 

Mr. Reade. — Is it not true that the subject of 
reading is receiving more attention than formerly 
at our high schools and colleges ? 

Dr. Poole. — Yes, lam glad to say that it is 
receiving more attention than formerly. Johns 
Hopkins led the way, and was followed by the 
University of Michigan, Cornell, and Yale, and I 
am glad to say Northwestern also, 

Dr. Williams. — Johns Hupkins has courses 
of collateral reading requiring from 3500 to 4000 
pages, on which examinations are held. 

Miss Ambrose. — Our professor in philosophy 
allows credit on collateral reading. 

Mr. Gauss. —lam somewhat diffident about 
speaking on this great subject, for I grew up 
without much regular instruction, and owe most 
of my knowledge to systematic reading. It 
seems to me that the remarks at this meeting, as 
well as at the last meeting, apply principally to 
scholars and literary men. I would like to in- 
quire what are you doing to aid the public and 
guide the general reader, especially the young, in 
their reading? Now the general public lacks 
good taste, good judgment, intellectual talent, 
and above all, scholarly knowledge of books. To 
my mind it is entirely a matter of educating the 
public. Howto do it isa great question. The 
public should be educated, their taste should be 
elevated. We should furnish an intellectual bill 
of fare for them to select from, The prime ob- 
ject in reading should be to gain intellectual! 
strength, just as it should be in eating to increase 
our physical strength. 

Mr. Reade. — | think the young people should 
be encouraged to read by subjects, not to browse 
miscellaneously. Nowadays, in grammar schools, 
there are helps which I should have been 
glad of in my high-school day and even in my 
college life. But a great many of the children 
who come here do not go to school, and so have 
no chance to get the training. These children 
grow up, and read beyond their capacity. Only 
the other day one of the boys at the office, large 
enough and old enough to belong to a military 
company, could not pronvunce words of 3 syllables 
in reading proof. 

Dr. Poole. — As 1 said at the last meeting, I 
have allowed my children much latitude in their 
reading and have encouraged them to make their 
own selections, 
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Miss Mcllvain.— Don't you think your 
children are different from other children? All 
children have not the privilege of a well-selected 
private library and advice on the subject of read- 
ing. I remember a sad experience I had in this 
library when I was in high school. I came t 
read up a subject for debate, and the bock which 
I read was an old one, and all the ideas I ad 
vanced had been exploded long ago, to the great 
advantage of mv opponent. l lost time 
heart on the subject of reading by this experi- 
ence. 

Mr. Wickersham.— One of my boys could be 


and lost 


trusted to select his own reading; the other if left 


to himself would read nothing but juvenile books 
which I forbid him to read. 
present Prescott’s “ Mexico ; 
ested in it, and when he had finished it asked for 
Prescott’s ‘‘ Peru;” this I bought and sent to 
him, forhe is away at school. Hisolder brother 
reports that he enjoys that as much as he did the 
‘* Mexico,” and now he has asked to read the 
** Fair God.” 

Dr. Poole. — Are you sure the boy would not 
have come out of his taste for juvenile books if 
you had let him alone Shortly after going to 
Cincinnati I made the acquaintance of a bright 
boy, who showed me his librarv almost, if not en- 
tirely, composed of Oliver Optic books. A year 
later he came to me and wanted to know some- 
thing about William the Conqueror. I told him he 
wanted a biographical dictionary, and soon after 
he appealed to me to help him exchange his Op- 
tic books for a biographic dictionary, which I 
did, much to his delight. This boy came out of it 
himself, and my children do the same. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45. 

G. E. Wire, M.D., Secretary. 


I gave him fora 
he became inter 
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MILLER, Mrs. Mary H. 


State Librarian to the Governor of Iowa, 


Biennial Report of the 


July 1, 1892. Des Moines, G. H. Ragsdale, 

State Printer, 1891. 223 p. O. 

The appendix of this report earns for it notice 
here, which the usual routine reports never re- 
ceive, for a very creditable attempt is made to 
catalog the publications of the State government, 
adding one more to the lengthening series, and 
opening up a prospect, which now seems not so 
far distant, when both the publications of our 
national, State, and local governments shall be 
listed and made usable. Already New Hamp 
shire, Indiana, and Pennsylvania have been done 
in the last three years, and New York and Cali- 
fornia are in preparation. 

In our last issue we described and praised the 
system of classarrangement adopted by Mr. Howe 
in the list for Indiana. The present list adopts, 
on the contrary, the chronological arrange- 
ment used in those of New Hampshire and Penn- 
sylvania. There is no question that each has ad 
vantages. A chronological order gives ease of 
“checking up” and discovering deficiencies, and 
is unquestionably the most usable for librarians. 
But the classed system is by far the better for 
making the 
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reader and student. Which system to adopt is 
therefore, to a certain extent, a question of what 
omplish by the publication of 
rhe first is by far the easiest, and in 


fact can be done, given a set of documents, by 


it is wished to ac 


the list. 


the veriest tyr n catalogs, for it is almost noth 
v 


ng buta mechanica pying of titles The lat- 
ter takes brains and expert knowledge. I can 
hardly hope my dictum will be accepted, but 


from much work among this class of books I 
have come to the conclusion that only a combina- 
tion of the two systems can yield a satisfactory 


list tor all users —i#.¢., a chronological title-a- 
liner list of the briefest character, grouping every 
publication of the State, journal, law, report 


message, under the year they cover, and thena 
classification, with fuller titles and imprint data, 


as outlined in the review in our last issue A 
study of the two methods in these volumes will 
show exactly the work necessary for this Each 


is good. Combined they would be as nearly per- 
fect as anything bibliographical can be. 

There is added a ‘‘ Check list of Iowa laws, 
,”’ which, we understand, was prepared 
by T. L. Cole, of Washington, who is a specialist 


in his knowledge of all State laws. It is a list 


which each State should print of its own laws, 
and will be of great value. There is also a list 
of *‘Ilowa Authors” with their publications, 
which is commendable in idea, but very imper 
fectly executed. The most prolific and scholar- 
ly writer of the State, Bishop W. S. Perry, is 
credited with but 1 publication, though he has 
published some 6 

A table of ‘* Statistics relating to public , uni 
versity, and school libraries in Iowa” gives a 
most interesting series of figures, which entirely 
supersede that in the Zitrary List, as well as 


giving much additional information. P.L. F. 


St. Louvrs MERCANTILE LiprRARY CATALOGUE. 


Sec. 1, English prose fiction. St.Louis, 1892 


)2. 

212p. O. 

This is a catalog of 14,000 volumes, and was 
compiled, according to the preface, in the short 
space of five months. It reflects the greatest 
credit both on the Mercantile Library, which pub- 
lishes it, and on its compiler, Miss Kate E. San- 
born, formerly of the Boston Athenaum. It 
shows no sign either of haste, or of a ‘ 'prentice 
hand,” but is a model of clearness, conciseness, 
and economy of entry. The book-numbers are 
given for all titles, being the Cutter author- 
numbers, preceded by the number 7, denoting 
the class English prose fiction, and followed by 
the initial letter of the special book title; thus 
rendering the catalog doubly valuable for use in 
its own library, and taking nothing from its 
value to persons who w'sh to consult a thorough- 
ly well-arranged fiction catalog A special feat- 
ure is the appendix of classified lists, comprising 

3 ‘* Christmas stories,” 68 ‘‘ Fairy tales wonder 
, 


stories, etc.,” 24 ‘* Musical novels,” and a chrono- 





logical list(18 pages) of historical fiction, arranged 
according to countries, which by itself is worth 
the price of the catalog to any library. The 
Mercantile Library is greatly to be congratulated 


on this its first catalog issued under Mr, Kep- 


public documents usable for the | hart’s rule, H. E. G. 
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Boston, Mass. Horticultural Society met on 
March 8. William E. Endicott, Chairman of 
the Library Committee, read an interesting paper 
upon the society’s library. ‘‘ Our library,” he 
said, “ ranks among the foremost five in the 
world, while its collection of purely horticultural 
works is by far the finest in existence. That we 
have been able to purchase these books is mainly 
due to a seemingly trivial circumstance. Josiah 
Stickney, a well-known Boston merchant, some 
50 years ago became interested in the cultivation 
of the dahlia, and devoted considerable time to 
gardening. He became a member of the Horti- 
cultural Society, and afterwards the President, 
and some time before his death established a 
fund for the purchase of books on horticulture. 
This fund, which became available in 1869, has 
yielded a yearly income of $700. Our interest 
in it was limited to 30 years, so that we shall 
have the benefit of it only 7 years more, when 
itbecomes the property of Harvard College. 
The $4900 still to be derived from it will proba- 
bly suffice to buy the greater part of the costly 
works now existing which we still lack, and for 
years to come will be able to spend $700 each 
year to advantage. We therefore hope that Mr. 
Stickney will have a worthy successor. The li- 
brary has long needed a thoroughly printed cata- 
logue, as there has been none issued since 1876. 
Our collection of botanical and gardening peri- 
odicals, though not complete, is very rich, both 
in such as have run their course and in those 
which are still issued.” Here Mr. Endicott en- 
tered into a very exhaustive explanation of the 
books and periodicals of the library, their con- 
tents and nature of information, ‘‘ We are es- 
pecially rich in works upon the botany of India 
and Southern Asia,” he continued, ‘‘ and in con- 
sidering these it is impossible to withhold one’s 
admiration of the zeal which the English have 
shown in studying the vegetation. Works de- 
voted to a single class of plants we have in large 
number, and are really rich in this respect.” 
The speaker showed a thorough knowledge of 
the library. 

Boston P. L. Mr. H: Coyle writes to the 
Transcript (March 17): ‘‘ An article in a recent 
issue of the //era/d cast a reflection on the ‘ bad 
manners of the attendants at the Public Library.’ 

“I am not connected with the library in any 
capacity, but have taken advantage of its mani- 
fold privileges for several years,and have always 
found the attendants invariably patient, courteous, 
and faithful. 

“Their duties are often tedious, and require 
close application. In no department of the city 
government are its employees so poorly re- 
munerated in proportion to the value of their 
services,” 

Burlington, Vt. Fletcher Free L. Stock 
954; issued 46,387 (fict. and juv. 30,983). 

The trustees make a strong appeal to the 
City Council for a new building. The friends of 
the late Dr. Loammi G. Ware, for 17 years 
one of the trustees of the library, have raised a 


2 
4 


4;- 


| total 66 920; issued 280,815. 











subscription for a building to be named after 
him, but they need assistance from the city, 
which is bound by the conditions of the original 
gift to provide a ‘* suitable library building.” 


Cincinnati Y. M. Merc. L. Assoc. (57th rpt.) 
Added 1258, home use 44,484; lib. use 9179 
(fict. 44 %). 

Cleveland (O.) P. L. (23d rpt.) Added 5439; 


Of the free public 
access to books for examination and selection it 
is said. ‘‘ A fair comparison of the two methods 
can only be made by comparing the year 1888-89 
with the year 1890-91, just closed. During the 
former year there were issued for home use 194 338 
volumes, during the latter 280,815, a gain of 86,- 
477, or more than 44 percent. Inaddition to this, 
the use of books in the circulating department for 
reference or reading has grown to be an impor- 
tant part of the work, of which no account is 
given in the statistics. The loss of books during 
the year has been smaller than during past years, 
and of thuse missing a large proportion are from 
the class fiction, which is not thrown open to the 
public, being the only portion of the library to 
which free access is not allowed. 

‘** The work in the schools is only limited by 
the lack of sufficient books in the library to sup- 
ply the demand. If it were possible to place 
books in all of the schools where they would be 
used it might become a very important adjunct 
to the educational work of the city.” 

The librarian ‘‘ calls attention to the progres- 
sive decrease in the reading of novels from the 
library. This would appear to indicate an in- 
creasing proportional demand for those books 
which inform and educate rather than for those 
which merely entertain or amuse. This ten- 
dency has been fostered by the board in its selec- 
tion of books for purchase. According to the 
report for the year ending August 31, 1885, the 
circulating department contained 30,819 vol- 
umes, of which 8340 or 27 per cent. were classed 
English fiction. From this class about 99,000 
or 50 per cent. of the circulation was drawn. 
Six years later same department contains 46,174 
volumes, of which 9694 volumes or 21 per cent. 
are novels, and from these 109,459 or 39 per 
cent. of the circulation is drawn. From this it 
will be seen that, while with the growth of the 
library this class has grown both in the number 
of volumes and amount of use, still the increase 
has been relatively less than in any other class of 
literature.” 


Columbia College L. Between 300 and 400 
volumes of the romantic and dramatic litera- 
ture of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
have recently been added to the Columbia Col- 
lege Library. They were presented by Dr. Chas. 
E. Pellew, who is assistant to Prof. C. F. Chan- 
dler, Professor of Chemistry in the School of 
Mines. The books belonged to his brother, 
George Pellew, who died a short time ago. The 
collection is very valuable, as some of the works 
included in it are rare. 


Denver (Colo.) P. L. Books is a monthly issued 
at Denver for $1 a year, edited by J. C. Dana, 
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and containing with book notices and other mat- 
ter a list of noteworthy articles in the periodi- 


cals, items about the Public Library and topical 


lists of books in the library. The March no. 
has ‘‘ Books on religion.” 
East Orange, N. J. Mr. G: D. Randall, of 


East Orange, N. J., has consented to make a gif 
of $20,000 toward the erection of a suitable build 
ing and the purchase of the needed equipment for 
a free public library, provided the people of the 
town increase that amount by subscriptions to 


$50,000. Thus far about $10,000 has been sub- 
scribed. 

The meeting in the interest of the free 
library movement, held in Commonwealth Hall, 
March 1, was not largelv attended, owing pria- 
cipally to the weather. The Committee on Or- 
ganization recommended that the library be 
incorporated with certificates of stock a Fro 
a share; that the control be vested in a board 
of g managers, and that in the certificates 
of stock provision be made for turning the li- 


brary over to the township authorities when 
{ at length. 
lly re- 


completed. This report was discusse 
The par value of the certificat 
duced to $60. The Rev. Dr. H. Bishop was 
opposed to turning over the library to the t 
and wanted that part of the report stricken out. 
His motion to that effect was lost, and the report 
adopted. The Special Comm n Ways and 
Means reported that it had see ny 
but most of them did not want to subscribe until 
It was 


was fing 
N 
wn, 


tee 
nm m pt rsons, 
an organization had been effected. lecided 
the Committees on Organizations and Ways and 











Means make renewed efforts to raise the $30,000 
required to take advantage of the offer of James 
M. Randall. Additional subscriptions to tt 
amount of $2000 were received at the meetir 
making nearly $10,000 in all 

Fort Dodge (Iowa) F. P,L. Added 622; drawn 


14,894; receipts $808.94. 

Georgetown (D. C.) College. The library of 
late Dr. John Gilmary Shea, of Elizabeth, 
containing more than eight thousand \ 
has been presented to the Georgetown Col 
District of Columbia. It will soon be shipped 
to President Havens Richards. 

The books are now being catalogued and ino- 
clude the ‘‘ History of the Catholic Church, 
written by Dr. Shea, and many of his translations, 
among them being “ Novum Belgium,” I 


umes, 





appeared in the Catholic Quarterly. The work 
of cataloguing the library is being done by his 
daughter. 

Prior to Dr. Shea’s death he donated to the 
Mount St. Vincent Academy, New York, a large 
collection of old coins. The library is valued at 
$5 ooo, 

Gloversville (N. Y.) F. L. dded 524, total 
9611; home use 43,319; lib. use, 2607 rhe 
quality of reading shows a distinct improve 


ment.” “Alocal centre of University Extension 
was organized, and a class in 
was formed. 
University Extension department of the Univer- 


sity of the State of New York, under the super- 


English literature 


The centre is incorporated in the | 
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vision of the Board of Regents. The member 
ship numbers 76, and the weekly meetings at the 
librarian’s office had an average attendance of 45. 
A grant of books to the amount of $50. was 
received from the Secretary of the Regents in 
aid of the work of the local centre. 

**In this connection it becomes a pleasurable 
juty to make grate of the 
valuable assistance received from the New York 
Siate library at Albany by the loan of books at 
times when our own res os 

Hought Wich.) 
ry contains at present 7049 Vv 
additions are 


ful acknowledgment 


urces fatled 


School L. The libra- 
ls, besides numerous 
constantly made to 
prop not only to have a good ref- 
brary for student work, but also one that 
omplete upon the sub- 


us 


ma | Minin 
pamplets, and 
it. Iti 
erence li 


shall be 


s ysed 


as ¢ as possil le 


jects taught inthe school, It is espec ially de- 
sired to have a full set of all reports and works 
relating to the mining and other mineral indus- 
tries of the districts bordering on Lake Superior. 
It is also hoped to make the library valuable for 


reference, both for practical and scientific men; 
and it is freely open to all who desire to consult 
it. 

In addition to the school library, the scientific 
library of the Director is deposited in the school- 


building, and can be used by students and others 
This library is € special devoted to Crystallog- 
raphy, Mineralogy, Petrography, and General 
and Economic Geology. 

Aansas City, Mo. The following address has 


been issued: 


Ihe general and long prevailing desire of the 
y 
le 


people of this city to establish a public library 
has finally crystallized in the formation of the 
Public Library of Kansas City, Kas. 

‘* The ownership and contro! of the library is 
vested in the Board of Education. This body, 
however, has no legal power to appropriate 
money for the support of a public library; the 
only advantages which accrue from such owner- 
ship and control are permanency and immunity 
from charges for rent and fuel. The details of 


the management of the library have been placed 
in a board of managers consisting of nine persons 

inually. Theofficers for the pres- 
Thos. W. Heatley; Secretary, 
Treasurer, H. E. Smith; 


to be elected ar 
ent are President, 


Mrs. Dr. P. Diederich; 


Librarian, M. G. Jones. There is now onhanda 
nucleus of about 500 volumes, many of them of 
value and importance and funds sufficient to pur- 
chase another hundred volumes. The library is 
to be supported by donations and the sale of 


ate of $1.00 per year, 
earnestly 


membership tickets at the r 
board of 


and the managers request 
each and every person in this city who is in sym- 
pathy with the purposes of the library and de 
sirous of its success to donate one or more vol 


umes thereto, and it is hoped that a large num- 


ber of such donations will be made, 


Without doubt many books which will be of 
decided value in the circulation of a public li 
brary may be donated without serious sacrifice 
on the part of the donors. In order to hasten 
the opening of the library to public use, it is 


lesired that as many of these donations as possi- 
ble be made within the next ten days, and the li- 
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brarian will receive the same at the rooms of the 
Board of Education. 

“* Donorsare requested to give name and address 
with the volume tothe librarian. These gifts 
will be publicly acknowledged and the fact of 
the donation recorded in the volumes themselves 
on alabel prepared for that purpose. An appeal 
is also made by the board of managers to all per- 
sons and organizatio.us that have the disposition 
and ability to materially assist in the foundation 
of this library by contributing sums of money 
thereto. Such contributions will be gratefully 
received and suitably acknowledged. 

** All citizens are requested to purchase mem- 
bership tickets, which are nowready. Save fora 
few small expenditures for necessary blanks and 
record books, every dollar so subscribed will be 
promptly expended for books. 

“* We earnestly iuvite the attention of our fellow- 
citizens to this matter and confidently ask their 
co-operation in the manner indicated, in the es- 
tablishment and maintenance of this much needed 
aid to higher thinking and better living.” 


Kenyon Coll. L., Gambier, O. The libraries of 
Kenyon and Bixley Hall have lately received a 
valuable gift in the shape of Bishop Bedell’s 
private library. Numerous fine paintings and 
engravings, which were also included in the gift, 
now adorn the walls of the library building. 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Clem- 
ent W. Andrews, librarian). Added 4080; total 
22,788; periodicals taken 338, of which 15 are 
duplicates. These books are divided into 11 li- 
braries, kept in separate rooms. They are Gen- 
eral, Margaret Cheney room and 9 departments, 
Engineering, Mining, Architectural, Chemical, 
Biological, Physical, Political Science, English 
and Geological. 


Medford (Mass.) P. L. (Miss M. E. Sargent, 
librarian). Added 1111; total 13,414; issued 
41,200 (a gain of 44%.) ‘‘Such an increase in 
the circulation of books means a correspondingly 
larger return to the town from this investment; 
for the booke are valuable only in the proportion 
in which they are used.” 

The trustees say: ‘‘ The list of books published 
by the librarian will be found very helpful both 
by teacher and parents. It is especially desirable 
that books taken from the library by children 
should be shoroughly read, and if it were possible, 
we might even wish that upon the return of a 
book the borrower, if a child, should be required 


to pass an examination, which should determine | 


to what degree its contents had been assimilated. 
Superficial reading is one of the worst forms of 
mental dissipation, and its effects upon the mind 
are to the last degree disastrous. In fine, it 
should be understood that the public library is 
part and parcel of our system of free popular 
education, and that, so far as it fails to subserve 
its purposes in that regard, it falls short in its 
legitimate sphere of usefulness.” 

The librarian says: ‘‘ When I took charge of 
the library in May last I found a collection of 
books for circulation which bore every evidence 
of a very careful selection; a selection which 
must have had for its object the best books in 














the different departments of literature, and a very 
home-like reading-room containing, besides a 
good assortment of the most popular and desira- 
ble periodicals, an exceptionally fine collection of 
books of reference, to which the public had free 
access. Great care and attention had evidently 
been given to the preservation and cleanliness of 
the books, and arrangement according to size; 
but the want of classification defeats one of the 
most important duties of a librarian, viz., the 
ability to readily find and bring to the notice of 
the patrons the best the library affords on special 
subjects. In order to compensate somewhat for 
the lack of classification, and bring to the notice 
of readers and inquirersthe wealth of the library, 
the prison-like grating common in public libraries 
has been removed, and the newest and best books 
have from time to time been placed in the deliv- 
ery-room upon shelves to which the public have 
access. A choice not being made from these, 
admittance to the library has been granted. This 
freedom, which is allowed in very few libraries, 
has been attended, in a well ordered and law- 
abiding community like Medford, with only good 
results; especially satisfactory is the choice of 
books made by some of the young people who 
have been accorded this privilege. Such books 
as ‘*‘ Page, squire and knight,” by W. H. D. 
Adams, ** Theory of color,” ‘* Historic boys,” 
** Red mountains of Alaska,” ‘* Children’s In- 
dian history,” ‘‘ Aztec treasure house,”’ Brooks’ 
** Story of the Iliad,” and others of a similar 
character having been selected by those on whose 
slips was noticed a call for books by Alger and 
Oliver Optic.” 

The reclassification of the library has been be- 
gun on the ‘‘ new system devised and being pub- 
lished by Mr. Cutter, of the Athenzum Library 
of Boston, in which the letters of the alphabet 
are used to designate the different classes.” 


Millburn, N. 7. Some ladies are interested in 
a plan to establish a free reading-room and pub 
lic library in the village for the benefit of the 
men, young and old They have collected about 
$600 towards this object. They believe that such 
a place would prove to be a strong counter- 
attraction to the local saloons, and would at the 
same time be a beneficial thing to the village 
from an educational point of view. They are 
making an effort to secure the place now used by 
Hugh Olliver as a pool-room. 

New York(N. Y.), Aguilar F. L. The board 
of directors of the library have decided to offer to 
the community the privilege of establishing at the 
various branches of the library alcoves devoted to 
particular subjects on lines of reading chosen by 
the founder and approved by the society. A 
tablet bearing the name of the alcove and the 
founder will be conspicuously placed. Memorial 
alcoves may be founded, dedicated to the memory 
of people who during life manifested interest in 
the cause of popular education. Such an alcove 
may be established by the gift or bequest to the 
society of a sum of money not less than $1000. 
Of the sum thus given, no less than $500 will be 
invested and the income thereof applied to the 
proper maintenance of the alcove forever. 


New York(N. Y.) Mercantile L. The down- 
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town branch, which is now at No. 35 Liberty St., 
will be removed on May 1 to an arcade in the 
Equitable Building. The directors of the library 
intend toabolish the reading-room, which for many 
years has yielded nothing but a loss, and after 
the removal there will be nothing but a station 
for the exchange of books. Some the mem- 
bers are dissatisfied with the arrangement, and 
have got up a petition for the retention of the 
reading-room. Up to the present time only 
about seventy-five signatures have been received. 
One of the reasons urged for the retention of the 
reading-room is that it is the only place where 


of 
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members fee! that they have a right to go for | 


rest and recreation. In the great increase in the 


population and wealth of New York, says the | 


petition, there is hope for increase in the enter- 
prise and usefulness of the library. 
Some time ago 


New York, Public School 87. 


a bright little boy attending Public School No. | 


87 conceived the idea of starting a library in the 
school, and to the carrying out of his plans in- 
tended to devote all his savings. He talked 
about the thing and worked for it, and soon had 
in bank $314.06. He was a delicate boy, how- 
ever, and died last January. Master Freddie's 
father, Mr. Walter J. Peck, determined that his 
son’s wish should be carried out, and added $250 
to the sum, which was placed in the hands of 
Principal Boyer. Others in the neighborhood 
heard of the project, and soon the fund amounted 
to $1356. Mr. Peck said he would contribute more 
money if necessary. The library will be placed in 
the fourth story of the building. It ought to 
bear the name of the far-seeing lad who brought 
it into being. — Critic, Mar. 12. 


New York(N.Y.), Mott Memorial Library A 
ciation, The trustees of the association have 
issued a circular requesting subscriptions. The 
sum of $5 insures a membership for one year, 
$75 a life membership, while $150 will make the 
giver a “‘ patron,” and for $500 he will be called 
a ‘* benefactor.” The library was chartered by 
the Legislature, March 23, 1867, a year after its 
foundation by Mrs. Valentine Mott, widow of 
Dr. Valentine Mott, the distinguished surgeon. 
Its nucleus was the private library of Dr. Mott 
which contained many works of value and rarity. 
This library has been increased by gifts and by 
deposits of other libraries, until it numbers 14,- 
000 works on scientific subjects. The library 
building, at No. 64 Madison Ave., has a large 
lecture hall where lectures on botany, zodlogy, 
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| ofttimes against the better 
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however, proved equal to the emergency. Their 
president proposed that each woman go out to 
work by the day, although the tasks might be 
menial, and the idea took at once with the prac- 
tical women. Thereafter for a fortnight or more 
they washed windows, split kindling-wood, 
cleaned wagons, sewed on buttons for bache 
lors, and did other useful things for the citizens 
exacting a fair (and sometimes ex- 
orbitant) charge for their services. The contract 
for the library building has been given out. 


of Otsego, 


Books have been 


wledge of the 


Pawtuche (R. 1.) P. L. 
stolen from the library, to the kno 
librarian and the trustees, for about a year, and 
all efforts to discover the thief were in vain. Very 
many persons have been suspected and watched, 
judgment of the li- 
brarian and the trustees, until circumstances 
proved their entire innocence. At last suspicion 
pointed toward Mrs. Eva Ellis, but there was no 
sure evidence. Early in February a private de- 
tective from Providence was employed to watch. 


He was satisfied that she was the one who was 
| taking the books, but he failed to secure any 
evidence sufficient to warrant arrest. Then it 


astronomy, hygiene, medicine and surgery have | 


been delivered. Now the trustees are in need of 
funds to carry on these lectures, which are free 
to all who care to attend. The trustees intend 
to make them a permanent feature of the associa- 
tion by establishing a regular course, which shall 
extend over a period of three or four months in 
the spring of each year. 


Otsego, Mich. A year ago the women resolved 
to raise funds for a library building, since the 
men were not public-spirited enough. By socials, 
dances, festivais, concerts, etc., the greater part 


of the $2000 needed was obtained, but the last 
to get. 


few hundreds were hard 





was decided to put up a closet ostensibly for the 
keeping of magazines, from which she could be 
watched. On Friday Officer Sweet was put into 
this closet, even before it was completed. After 
two hours watch he saw her, as she sat at a table 
reading, slip a book into her lap, and a little 
while later into her pocket. When she left the 
library he left the closet,almost colliding with 
the painter who was at that time at work on the 
outside of the closet, followed her out upon the 
street and arrested her. The books were found 
in her possession ; she at first stoutly maintained 
that she had taken but five books — the two found 
in her possession, two taken a week before and 
taken at another visit. At last she ad- 
mitted that she had taken many books, and 
told Chief of Police Perry, of Pawtucket, that 
the books were concealed in a closet in the house 
of her sister, Mrs. Carney, with whom she was 
living in West Attleboro. She also told where 
the key to the closet was secreted, and gave him 
a note to her sister, asking her to deliver the 
books to him. A little later Mrs. Sanders, the 
librarian, visited Mrs. Ellis at the station and 
had quite a talk with her. Before this Mrs. 
Ellis had remained stolid, even when making the 
confession, but under the influence of kind words 
and womanly sympathy she broke down com- 
pletely and had a ‘‘real good cry.” She told 
Mrs. Sanders that she had taken the books be 
cause she loved them, and was shocked to hear 
her action called *‘ stealing.” She was willing to 
make all the reparation she could, and wished 
most earnestly that the matter could be kept 
from the knowledge of her mother and sister. 
After the visit, Chief Perry, accompanied by 
roundsman Vananda and Mrs. Sanders, drove tw 
the house of Mrs, Carney. This sister was com- 
pletely overcome by the unpleasant informaticn, 
exclaiming at intervals all through the visit, 
** Oh, it cannot be.” She assisted the officers in 
every way in her power. On entering the room 


one 


The women, | in which was the closet, they found on the floor 
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20 or 25 books, which Mrs. Sanders identified as 
belonging to the library. The key to the closet 
could not be found, and Mrs. Carney pried open 
the door with a screw-driver. Every shelf was 
completely filled with books, two tiers deep. 
These were taken out, and, with a few exceptions, 
all were identified by Mrs. Sanders as belonging 
to the library. There were nearly or quite 500, 
not only covering the hastily made out list of 
200, upon which the warrant was based, but 
more thantwice thatnumber. There were scores 
of books there which were known to be missing 
from the library. Every one of the 38 volumes 
of ‘‘ Modern Classics” were recovered, as well 
as every volume of other series of books which 
had been missing from the library. The books had 
been well kept. The paper covers which had been 
put on the books in the libray had been removed, 
and new covers were put on every one in the 
cluset, evidencing that Mrs. Ellis is a lover of 
books, and knows how to take care of them. 
The private marks of the library on the title 
pages and elsewhere had been carefully removed 
or covered up. In the greater number of the 
books the marks were covered by a label, bearing 
the words, ‘‘ Library of Eva Ellis,”’ this appear- 
ing in some books more than once, while io other 
cases they were covered by a little picture of 
flowers, etc., all being carefully and firmly pasted 
on. Some few bore her own name as gifts with 
dates some years ago, but as these were books 
known to be in the library, they were taken with 
the understanding if the same book was found to 
be in the library or in circulation, these should be 
returned. 

Mrs. Ellis isa woman of culture, is college 
educated, and has been a school-teacher in Maine 
and in New Hampshire, though for the past four 
years she has been living with her sister, Mrs. 
Carney. She was a great reader of the best of 
books, and it is easy to believe her when she 
says ‘‘I love books.” As was remarked at the 
police station by agentleman who was examining 
the books: “‘ There is no trash there.” All the 
books were of the highest class of reading—very 
little, ifany, fiction—but works of science, history, 
poetry, religion, English and German literature, 
etc., the best books in the library. She appears 
to be possessed of means, and when in the Dis- 
trict Court she offered to deposit $500 and be her 
own surety; she was amply able todoso, Her 
sister, Mrs. Carney, says she has furnished some 
$700 a year for the past four years toward the 
support of Mrs. Carney’s family, and adds: ‘* And 
she has made our home so pleasant ; oh, it cannot 
be, it cannot be.” 


Peoria (/il.) P. L. Librarian E. S. Willcox 
spoke before the Scientific Association March 18, 
on the Public Library, its organization, history 
and work, ending with a strong plea for a new 
building to be devoted entirely to the use of the 
institution. He outlined the opportunities pre- 
sented to the wealthy men of Peoria to make 
their names illustrious by giving liberally to a 
fund for the erection of a new building. Among 
other things he said: 

** The fact that with all our best efforts a sub- 
scription library charging $4 a year was unable 











to raise its membership to a higher average than 
275 in a city of 20,000 to 25,000 people, called 
attention to the necessity of something more 
radical in the general interest of libraries. As 
late in our history as 1855, there was no free pub- 
plic school law on the statute books of our State. 
In 1870 the public schools had been free for fifteen 
years to every child in the State. In 1870 there 
was no such thing as a free public library law on 
the statute book of any State in the Union. In 
1892 nearly every important town in our State 
boasts of its free public library, supported by 
municipal taxation without a murmur of oppo- 
sition from any quarter. This happy condition 
of things had its first start here in Peoria, and 
from our Mercantile Library Board. 

** You think, perhaps, that a librarian’s duties 
are light work, that he has a good time reading 
books. On the contrary, he has no time to read 
books at all, neither he, nor any of the assistants, 
at least not in the public library, and during 
business hours. He can at best skim over a 
great number, as his or their duty requires, 
in order to know something of the wares they of- 
fer, but that old pleasure of sitting down by your- 
self and leisurely reading and enjoying a favorite 
author, that is all done with the moment you 
enter a public library as one of the employés. 
We nibble a little here and there, we taste the 
dishes like a cook to see that they are not too high- 
ly seasoned. We are not guests, we only wait on 
the table, and possibly snatch a bite standing 
after the lights are turned down. 

**One of our young lady assistants has given 
me the following list of demands made upon the 
attendants at the delivery desk. Next after fic- 
tion, she says, biography and travels are called 
for most. Biography especially is called for by 
the ladies’ clubs, literary societies and by classes 
in the grammar and high schools. During the 
last four weeks, for instance, the shelves have 
been bare of everything pertaining to Washing- 
ton and Cesar, called for by pupils of the high 
school. European travels and history, especial- 
ly concerning France and Russia, follow next in 
order. Histories of our country are out almost 
constantly. There is a steady demand for books 
of African travel and about the Central and 
Southern American States, and an unusual in- 
quiry for books on musical subjects, both bio- 
graphical and technical, and also for books on 
physical culture. 

“In miscellaneous classes, works on mythol- 
ogy, theosophy, ornithology, photography, elec- 
tricity, architecture, chemistry, and all branches 
of engineering are in great demand. Younger 
classes of readers call for books on poultry-rais- 
ing, training of animals, and on in-door and out- 
door amusements. Every copy of Shakespeare's 
‘As You Like It’ was taken out just before 
Modjeska’s rendition of that play at the Opera 
House this week. Everything pertaining to Uni- 
versity Extension and to the Australian ballot 
has been in circulation; encyclopedias, year- 
books, annuals, dictionaries, and books of ref- 
erence, back numbers of weeklies, reviews, and 
daily newspapers are consulted every day on 
miscellaneous subjects and current events. This 
is the by no means exhaustive report handed 

















Ss 





ee ee 





me to-day, fresh from the delivery desk. Is not 
our public library justifying its right to be? 

**I confess that it surprises and gratifies me 
beyond measure, and I wish in this public man- 
ner to thank the teachers in our public schools 
for the good work they are doing in sending 
their pupils to us, with an eager thirst for more 
extended study, and a taste for good books. I 
say to them, ‘Come on; we wili do our best to 
meet you half way.’ 

**1 do not believe there is a body of clerks in 


any business house of this city kept more inces- | 


santly at work from the moment they enter the 


library in the morning until they leave, exhausted | 


in mind and body, at night. Think of the de- 
mands made upon their strength, nerves, and 
vital force in waiting upon 600 different people, 
with a thousand different wants, in a day. There 


are hours in the day when every attendant is | 


busy at the desk, in receiving books at one win- 
dow, in delivering them at another, in fetching 
them from the alcoves, in assisting inquirers to 
hunt up some recondite question, and, in a mul- 
titude of cases in trying to select a book that 
will please some one who does not ask for any 
particular book, but simply wants a good book 
to read. 

‘“*We need a spacious, detached, fire-proof 
building. I can picture to myself a lot of 100 
feet front on some vlock, midway between our 
two street-car lines, with the vacant space of 50 
feet on one side forever, as is required for the gov- 
ernment building, and, perhaps a narrower space 
on the other,an alley inthe rearand Monroe Street 
in front, on which a noble edifice shall be erected 
for a library, entirely isolated and fire-proof, at 
the cost of $100,000, which shall be the glory of 
our city a hundred years to come. We are to 
have such a library. I am not permitted to men- 
tion the name yet of the person who is going to 
render his name illustrious in our city annals by 
making this great gift to the city—he has not 
mentioned his name to me even — but it will be 
done. It is in the air. The rgth century, as I 
said here one year ago, is the age of invention 
and material progress. 
of philanthropy — of love of man for man,” 


Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. Samuel P. Ferree on 
April 1 transferred to the city of Philadelphia 
the Mutual Library, at southeast corner of 13th 
and Locust Streets, of which he was the founder 
and proprietor. Mr. Ferree, who is Treasurer of 
the Street Railway Advertising Company, said 
he tired of waiting for some one else to present 
a free library, and concluded to do it himself, and 
to trust to the public to second his movement by 
contributions of money and books to push the 
enterprise until Philadelphia has a free library 
worthy ofthe name. While the present location 
is not just the locality desired by the Library 
Committee, yet it was agreed to maintain it in its 
present location until a permanent one is selected. 
Any citizen can now obtain books free on appili- 
cation to any member of the committee. 


Philadelphia, Merc. L. Co. (69th rpt.) Added 
2602; total 166,089; issued 81,214. 

During the year the new catalogue of novels 
has been completed and published, and is for sale 
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at 15 cents percopy. This catalogue furnishes a 
complete list by title of the works of prose 
fiction in the library. It contains 14,500 titles, 
and is the fullest alphabetical title list of novels 
ever printed, 

The Directors again call the attention of the 
stockholders to the question of the advisability of 
converting the Mercantile Library into an abso- 
lutely free public library. 


Philadelphia, War Library and Museum of the 
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States. At the annual meeting of the Board of 
Governors, held March 9g, at Philadelphia, 
encouraging financial reports were presented. 
Through the efforts chiefly of the cities in the 
eastern part of the State, $60,000 has been sub- 
scribed. 

The western cities, especially Pittsburg, are 
expected to materially increase this sum, and it is 
hoped that shortly the whole sum, $100,000, 
which is necessary before the society can claim 
the $50,000 appropriated by the State, will be sub- 
scribed, 


Ouincy ({il.) P. ZL. At a meeting of the City 
Council, March 7, Ald. Higgins introduced the 
following resolution and moved its adoption: 

* WHEREAS, The Quincy Free Public Library 
was established for the purpose of public educa- 
tion, and the largest possible part of the tax 
levied for the library should be expended in the 
purchase of books; and 

* WHEREAS, [he total receipts for library in the 
year 1891 were $7685.92; paid for salaries in 
1891, $2970.84; paid for books in 1891, $2311.- 
80; other expenditures, $2403.28 — total, $768s.- 
52. 

** Resolved, That it is the sense of this Council 
that more money is paid in salaries than should 
be paid, and the Council respectfully requests the 
Board of Directors to reduce the salary of the li- 
brarian to $goo per annum,” 


Salem (Mass.) P. L. Added 3739; total 
23,292; home use 120,243 (fiction 82.94 ¢); per- 
sons using reference-room week days 4411, Sun- 
days 376 ; other Sunday use 2888. 

We should not be satisfied, however, until 
every person in Salem who has questions to ask 
which can be answered by reference to books, 
understands that the Public Library is the place 
to come for the answer to such questions, and 
until we have a reference library that so covers 
all branches of knowledge that no one may go 
away disappointed. , 


St. Louis (Mo.) P. LZ. At a meeting of the 
School Board, held March 9, decisive action was 
taken looking toward the conversionof the St. 
Louis Public Library into a free library. Ac- 
cording to the resolution introduced by Chair- 
man W. H. McClain, of the Library Committee, 
that committee is authorized to make prepara- 
tion for opening this valuable adjunct of the 
public school system as a free library on its 
removal to the new Board of Education Build- 
ing at Ninth and Locust Streets. The removal 
will be accomplished probably this year, rhe 
been brought up on numerous 
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occasions, and each time some hitch or hesitancy 
has postponed the granting of what the people 
wished. 

Director McClain said yesterday, in reference 
to the proposed measure, that the appropriation 
for water license was $4000, and the cost of water 
to the School Board was § cents for every pupil. 
** We ask the city to rebate this,” he said, ‘‘ with 
the understanding that we will provide a building 
elegant in all its appointments, and will appro- 
priate from the funds of the board a sufficient 
amount to carry on the free library. We also 
ask for the remission of the general taxes against 
the board. We expect that the increased num- 
ber of patrons will bring in a large revenue from 
fines, the use of duplicate books, bequests, and 
incidentals, and the benefits to citizens generally 
cannot be enumerated.” At the previous meet- 
ing of the board a resolution was introduced and 
referred, appropriating part of the city revenues 
from drams-hop licenses to library uses, and Mr. 
McClain’s motion was a substitute for that one. 


St. Stephen's College L., Annandale. The war- 
den has received another generous gift for the 
college from the Rev. Dr. C. F. Hoffman, of 
New York City. This latest gift is a check for 
$25,000 for the erection of a new fire-proof li- 
brary building. Added to other gifts for the 
same purpose which had already been made, this 
sum will be sufficient to insure the erection of 
the building, which will be placed at the north 
end of the college grounds. 

The Hayden Lending Library, which, with the 
college library, will be moved to the new build- 
ing, is becoming a most useful institution at St. 
Stephen's. It was founded in 1889 by the Rev. 
Richard M. Hayden, an alumnus of the college, 
and furnishes to students text-books used during 
the course at a rental of 10 cents each per term, 
thus enabling men to save a considerable sum. 
Money received from this source and from the 
interest on the invested fund is expended in the 
purchase of new books. The library now con- 
tains 400 books. The first year 170 volumes 
were taken out, the second year 316, and thus far 
this year 203 have been drawn. 


San Diego (Cal.) P. L. Added 860; total 9149; 
library use 15,767; home use 56,137; fiction in 
1888, 68 %; 1889, 65; 1890, 61; 1891, 55. 

‘*Last March we presented a careful estimate 
of the expenses of 1891, based upon the experience 
of the two years we have passed in our present 
quarters. We regret that the Council did not 
see fit to satisfy this estimate. Knowing that a 
deficit was inevitable, we placed no more orders 
for books after the decision of the Council, and 
we observed the strictest. economy in current ex- 
penditures. The orders for books despatched in 
April, 1891, contained a large proportion of 
magazines, the St. Nicholas, North American 
Review and Atlantic complete. The periodicals 
are constantly in use, and we are confident that 
we have made the best possible disposition of 
our small bookfund. Compare our circulation, 
over 70,000 volumes, with the accessions of the 
year, 556 volumes, not counting government 
reports. We are impelled to ask how long will 
the library last at this rate? No books have 





| been ordered since last April, and none can be 
| had for the next six months without incurring 
debt. 

| ‘** In spite of disadvantages, the library is doing 
more than ever before for the faithful students at 
this, the people’s university.” 


San Francisco (Cal.), Stanford University L. 
Timothy Hopkins, who resigned last week as 
Treasurer of the Southern Pacific Company, after 
10 years’ services, has presented to Stanford Uni- 
versity his collection of books on railroading, num- 
bering 1000 volumes, and an equal number of pam- 
phlets. Valuable features of the collection are the 
reports of the Railway Commissioners of all the 
States in this country, and all the English Par- 
liamentary reports. Among the pamphlets are 
complete histories of the Camden and Aboy 
Road, the first line in this country, and of the 
Boston and Albany Road. Large though the 
collection seems, it is not considered exhaustive 
by its donor, and Mr. Hopkins has requested 
Librarian Woodruff to buy and add to the collec- 
tion every work on railways in any language. 
Mr. Hopkins had already designated several 
thousand volumes which he had intended to 
purchase, but was prevented by pressure of. other 
business. They will now be procured, and with 
them everything that has been printed about 
railways. Librarian Woodruff thinks two years 
will suffice in which to make the purchases, and 
when all have been delivered the ‘* Hopkins 
Railway Annex” will be the most complete 
library on the subject in existence. In connec- 
tion with the Hopkins collection of books, there 
will be one of models of railroad inventions, to 
which will be added recent improvements as they 
are suggested. It is not unlikely, when the 
library building is finished, that the Hopkins gift 
and models will be placed in a room which may 
have the form of a ‘‘ railway laboratory.” The 
Hopkins gift is now valued at $12,000, but when 
completed its value will be $50,000. 


‘aterton (Mass.) P. L. (24th rpt.) Added 
1129; total 20,694 v. and 24,871 pm.; issued 
34.937 (juv. and fiction 22,025). The time for 
admission to the full privileges of the library 
has been lowered from 16 to 13 years of age. 

The librarian calls for more shelving and for 
electric lighting, and suggests printing in one 
alphabet the eleven supplements to the printed 
catalog. 

Wayne, Pa. Accharter of incorporation has 
been granted to the “ George W. Childs Library 
Company,” of Wayne. The petition for the 
charter was signed by W. Henry Sayen, Frank 
Smith, and Thomas H. Conard. They state that 
they desire to be incorporated for the purpose of 
fostering among the people of Radnor, Del- 
aware County, and parts adjacent thereto, the 
spirit of self-improvement by the establishment 
of alibrary company; that the name of the pro 
posed corporation is the ‘‘George W. Childs 
Librarary Company of Wayne.” 


Weymouth (Mass.), Tufts L. Added 642; total 
13,805; issued 58,246, of which 28,810 were dis- 
tributed through 6 agencies. 


Woburn (Mass.) P. L. 





Added 1742; total 



























































































29,448 (fict. 5231); issued 60,238 (fict. 34,453; 
juv. 16,663). The trustees say: ‘‘ The one 
feature of the year more worthy of remark, 


perhaps, than any other, is the adoption of a 
more progressive policy on the part of the 
trustees in relation to the library department, 
so called, with a view of increasing its efficiency, 
to make it more fully in accord in those respects 
which are common with libraries similarly en- 
dowed or situated in other cities. To this end 
the salary of the librarian was raised, and an 
additional assistant was employed. A careful 
investigation was begun of the works already on 
the shelves to find what deficiences in general 
standard literature exist, in order that, later on, 
such deficiences might be supplied by the pur- 
chase of the proper books ; for it is the aim of 
the trustees to make this library a standard li- 
brary of the best general literature, as well as a 
first-class public library, which, with all the treas- 
ures it already contains, we consider it most 
assuredly to be. 

‘* The comparison of our methods with those 
of other institutions ascertained by the personal 
visits of the librarian to other places, we intend 
to be a marked feature of this process.” 

The librarian, W. R. Cutter, says: ‘ The 
monthly written reports of the librarian to the 
trustees on the condition and needs of the li- 
brary, and the series of bibliographical reports 
begun by him, showing the strength of the li 
brary in all branches of literature ; his stated 


visits to the public libraries of other cities for | 


the purpose of getting new ideas —all these, it is 
to be hoped, will be the means of bringing about 
still greater improvements. Since July I have 
visited the public libraries of the cities of Spring- 
field, Salem, Newton, and Cambridge, and | have 
visited others where a less progressive spirit 
prevails than is found at those institutions. On 
the subject of these visits I have made elaborate 
reports to the Board of Trustees. The time, I 
think, was profitably and wisely spent, and much 
information was acquired, as well as many valua- 
ble suggestions received.” 

On the library and school work, he says 
** The idea should not be lost sight of that one | 
important use of the books furnished by the li- 
brary for reference is that of teaching young minds 
* how to look up a subject;’ in other words, how 
to use the dictionaries and encyclopedias and 
other books in obtaining information on a par- 
ticular topic; and to effect this it is not always 
necessary to give a child under 12 years a com- 
plex subject when asimple one would do as well. 
Such words as the ‘ eye,’ the ‘ear,’ or some- 
thing similar, would be more useful than some | 
set piece on ‘industry’ or ‘ modesty,’ or even 
something that can only be found in yesterday's 
newspapers. The finding of the originals of 
pseudonyms of noted writers is a useful and 
profitable exercise which we heartily commend. 

“ Now, when it is remembered that these school- 
children come to the library for information, not 
as one person or as two or three, but sometimes 
as ‘legion,’ it would seem that the work on the 
part of the librarians could be much simplified | 
and made easier if the questions were always | 
such as are adapted to the child's ready and easy | 
comprehension. 
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“With the pressure of other duties, the time 
of the several librarians is rather limited tor this 
work, and unnecessarily long lists of questions 
should be avoided. It is the the li- 
brary to furnish information on any and all topics, 
and it is a source of regret if any go away with- 


business of 


out finding what they want, or go away dis- 
couraged before the force of librarians can do 
all they can do to assist them. These observa- 


tions, based on actual 
the teachers with the courtesy and kind 
feeling. I would not them an iota 


in all that they are doing to help along this good 


experience, I tender to 
st 


urage 


utm<¢ 
disc 


cause of the ‘ connection between the library and 
the public schools.’ I would not have them 
lessen their zeal, but I would have them, if I 


could, come oftener to the library themselves 
and see what the children are doing, and how 
well they are performing their work.” 


FOREIGN NOTES 
Clapham P.L., London, Eng. (4th rpt.) Stock 
7160; issued 89,382 (fict. 58.219; juv. 11,155). 


In order to secure greater quietness in the ref- 
erence library, the lower panes of the windows 
have been covered with a tinted non-transparent 
glass. 

Deptford (Eng.) L. and Clué 
Braby & Co., Limited). 


(Messrs. Fred’k 
21st rpt.) Added 163; 


| total 3433; lent 2182. 


** We allow an almost unlimited time for read- 
ing or studying books. We confidently believe 
that even in this way we have added to the ed- 
ucation, the happiness, and enjoyment of our 
members. The condition of * Darkest Dept- 
ford’ must be kept in view —crowds of drinking 
shops, no public baths, no public library, a por- 
tion of the press, almost in every issue advocat- 
ing and lauding the distiller and dispenser of 
gin, and denouncing the advocates of literature 
for the people.” 


To the Employees who are not yet Members. 
Do you belong to this ?—No! 

Then why do you not join ? it isonly One Penny 
per week, or One Shilling per quarter, for which 
you have the following advantages: 

The use of the Club-room every evening, from 
7 to 10 p.m. Books, Periodicals, Newspapers, 
Chess, Draughts, Bagatelle, and other Games. 

A book lent home to read, with a choice of up- 
wards of 3433 to select from. 

Lectures on various subjects, by eminent men; 
also entertainments; with permission to introduce 
a female or male friend. 

Saturday afternoon visitsto places of interests, 
personally conducted. 

Evening Classes of the London Schoo! Board, 
Creek Road, at their exceptionally low rates, with 
our prizes added. 

Classes for study of History. 

Prizes given for Elementary Education; His- 
tory, Saturday visits, best Lecture notes, Garden- 
ing, Chess, and other competitions, 


Benevolent and Hospital Funds, which deal 
with cases of distress to which the funds of the 
Benefit Club are not applicable, 

The Fitzroy Work’s Bank, where five per 


cent. is guaranteed, and frequently a higher rate 
given, 
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The Coal Club, which saves the members (with 
the advantage of weekly payments) more than 
one year’s subscription to the Library and Club 
on every ton of coals purchased, no profit being 
allowed to any officer. 

Under certain necessary restrictions, entrance 
to all clubs under the Working Men’s Club and 
Institute Union, and the Federation of Social 
Clubs, to both of which we are attached. 


Germany. A, Griisel in the Centralélatt for Feb- 
ruary calls attention to the plan of the A. L. A. 
Committee on the Library Exhibit at the Colum- 
bian Exhibition and recommends German libraries 
to be making preparations. 

ConcisE guide. Glasgow, 
16 p. S. 

Beitrige zur Geschichte 
Lpz., Har- 


Glasgow, Mitchell L. 
D: Bryce & Son, n.d. 
Giessen. HEUSER, E. 

der Universitits-Bibliothek Giessen. 

rassowitz, 1892. 8°. 

Hamilton (Can.) P. LZ. (3d rpt.) 
total 16,515; home use 136,904; ref. use 61,200 
(fict. 38%). The library has been rearranged (ex- 
cept fiction and juveniles) on the Dewey system. 
Although only completed a short time, it has 
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| 


| Liverpool, followed, and 


Added 1938; | 


already been demonstrated that the new classifi- | 


cation is of great practical utility. Mr. J. H. 
Anderson, a practical geologist and assayist, has 
been at work for the past two years experiment- 
ing with minerals and metals. He has been a 
frequent visitor to the library, consulting and 
studying every book on the shelves that would 
be likely to assist him in his researches. The 
outcome of his studies has taken very practical 
shape in the enlistment of Hamilton capital and 
the formation of companies for the manufacture 
of mineral paint and mineral wood, from min- 
erals found in the city or vicinity. 
instances of practical results following the study 
of the books in the arts department of the li- 
brary could be cited if space permitted. 

London. Just before leaving London Mrs. 
Burnett formally opened the Drury Lane Boys’ 
Club, to which, as a memorial to her son Lionel, 
she made a gift of the reading room and library. 
The club is composed of poor boys, and began 
in one of the poorest sections of the city in a 
miserable little room. Hearing of it, Mrs. Bur- 
nett at once became interested, and finally suc- 
ceeded in securing the house in which it is now 
permanently established. 

Mersey District (Eng.) Librarians. At the 
12th quarterly meeting of this organization last 
December, a paper, ‘‘ On charging systems for 
landing libraries,” by Mr. J: A. Stephens, district 
librarian of the Liverpool South Lending Library, 
evinced considerable research, covering a wide 
field of inquiry. It was of a highly practical and 
interesting character, embracing descriptions of 
seven different systems with illustrations. These 
included the “ Cotgreave,” “ Elliott,” and Aber- 
deen duplex indicators, the Bradford pocket, and 
the system devised recently by Mr. Cowell, the 
chief librarian of the Liverpool Free Libraries. 
In the exhaustive discussion which followed, this 
last-named plan was generally admitted to be the 
best. It has been in use at the East Branch Li- 
brary, Kensington, for nearly two years, and has 


Many other | 
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been adopted by several free libraries in the dis- 
trict. A communication on ‘‘ Misleading com- 
parative library statistics,” by Mr. Formby, of 
led to an animated 
discussion. 


St. Helens (Eng.) F. P. L. (14th rpt.) Added 
2083; total 20,002; lib, use 3799; home use 123,- 
089 (fiction, poetry, etc. 100,010). 

** 80 sets of two and three volume novels have 
been withdrawn from circulation, and are now re- 
placed by single volume copies. Novels in 
single volumes always circulate more freely than 
those in two and three volumes. Another ad- 
vantage is the shelf-space gained. By the pres- 
ent withdrawal, shelf-space will now be provided 
for 140 additional volumes. The volumes with- 
drawn have been divided equally between the 
three local hospitals and the workhouse.” 

At the end is a 4-page ‘‘ Librarian’s report of 
the annual meeting of the Library Association 
at Nottingham.” Of the Nottingham Free Li- 
brary, he says: 

“Inthe Lending Department Cotgreave’s Indi- 
cator is in use, and appears to work very satisfac- 
torily. A small box with an aperture in the top 
is hung in this department, and is intended to be 
used by borrowers who wish to suggest suitable 
books for the library, but who do not care to 
enter them in the “ Proposition Book.”” The 
title of the book suggested and the author’s name 
are written on a slip of paper and dropped into 
the box, and these are removed from time to 
time and submitted to the committee. 

“ The books in the Reference Department are ar- 
ranged on the Shelf-Classi fication System, viz., 
all books relating to a particular subject are placed 
together, thus, all works of science would be found 
grouped together, and these would again be sub- 


| divided into the various branches, viz., Astron- 


| 
| 
| 


omy, Botany, Chemistry, Geology, Mechanics, 
Physiology, etc. There is much to commend an 
arrangement of this kind, but it has certain dis- 
advantages, two of which may be named: first, the 
great waste of shelf-space caused by large and 
small volumes following each other, and second- 
ly, the very unsightly appearance of the books on 
theshelves. The shelf-classification has to some 
extent been carried out in both departments of 
the St. Helens Free Library, but only so far as 
not to interfere with the sizes of the books and 
utilization of shelf-space. When a good cata- 
logue is provided, such as the one in use at the 
Nottingham Free Library, the necessity for a 
shelf-classification is much lessened, as it will in- 
dicate to the reader all the books on the various 
subjects to be found in the library, whether 
classed together on the shelves or not, and itis a 
matter of little concern to the reader whether the 
various families of books are placed together 
side by side on the same shelf or apart; if the 
book he seeks is placed before him, he is satisfied,” 


St. Martins-in-the-Fields (London, Eng.) F. P. 


LZ. (Feb., 1887-Dec., 1891.) Stock 11,352 works 


in 20,772 v.; home use 44,239; lib. use 40,045. 
The report contains (pp. 18- 29) the proceedings 
at the opening by Mr. Gladstone, Feb. 12, 1891. 
Numerous meetings were held during 1887 and 
1888, and negotiations were entered into regarding 














by ’ 

April, '92] 
the acquisition of a site forthe permanent libra- 
ry and suitable premises for a temporary library. 
Ultimately the Commissioners purchased the 
land on which the library is now built, from the 
Vestry at the price of £6500, and they hired a 
large room for a temporary library. 

The purchase of books was rapidly proceede 
with, and by the time the library was ready fer 
opening about 18,000 volumes had been placed 
library 


on the shelves. The was opened on 
Feb. 12, 1891, by the Right Hon. W., | 
Gladstone, who was accompanied by Mr 


Gladstone, the Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P., 
Lady Frederick Cavendish, and others. 

A catalogue of the in the Lendi 
Library was prepared, and was ready for sale on 
the opening day. This catalogue is compiled on 
the dictionary plan. It consists of 403 p 
substantially and neatly bound, and is sold 
shilling, which is a few pence under cost | 
As the Commissioners purp« 
the Reference Library, it has been deemed ina 


books 


iges, Is 


al 


se adding largely t 


visable to issue a printed catalogue of the d« 
partment at present. A type-written card cata- 
logue has been prepared, and is available for tt 


use of the public. 
A good deal has also been done in the way of 


collecting books, pamphlets, maps, pictures 


and drawings relating to St. Martin's. This 
section it is intended to make as complet 
as possible. The rich literary and historic: 





h, while making the task 


associations of the pa 
an arduous 


of gathering the collection together 
one, will also add immensely to the interest and 
value of it when formed. 

A 


large room at the rear of the news-room 


has been fitted up for the purpose of a boys’ 
r 

room, A platform, lantern screen, seats, and 

tables, etc., have been provide d, andthe 1 m is 

eated by hot-water pipes, and lit by the electri 

heated by hot-water p id lit by tt t 


light. Nearly 800 well-selected volumes of 
biography, history, travel, science, 
and a supply of proper periodicals are placed at 
the service of the boys; and on Monday evenings 
during the winter months, lectures and musical 
entertainments are given. The room is for boys 
above 10 and under I1¢ of age, and it 
is open every week n 6 till 9:3 

The Commissioners view the work | 
new department of the library with very great 


satisfaction. 


poetry, etc., 


years 
evening It 


eekun in 


Toronto. Alderman J: Hallam has wi 
two letters to a Toronto paper i 
management of the library, It has been pro- 
posed to reduce the rate for the 
the Public Library. ‘‘I believe,” he says, ‘‘ the 
Library Board are primarily responsible by not 
administering the affairs of the library in such 
way as not to give the best resultsto the publi 


and spending money on whims put forward by 





some members of the board in changing the 
original policy on which the branch libraries 
were first established and embarking in the 


museum business. Over $900 has been paid for 
architects’ fees for plans and specifications fur a 
new reference library, when the board knew they 


could not carry out the plan for the want of 
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money, and if it could have done so it would be ! vent moulding andsou 
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unwise t« patch up the present ilding { ting 
1an annex. Then the board spent over $4 
1 deputatio s to the differe t { 
United States to get infor tion concerning 
museums, and now [ am t& is a result, and 
the advice of the chief libras the ul 

going to spend between $s i 4 
altering the pr entt ing 

‘* A museum to be of any practical benefit to the 
Pp ople st 1 contalr the est specimens of 
ge gy,t t history rchxology rts ar 
science te I 4 I ec is if nh the 
forest and the * tra inevery way the 

atural resourt nd t manuf t f the 

ountry, and t ssifed in such a way t 

e essent y of ¢ atior value, To de 
this 1 res practica wileds nd to carry it 

V take con f money and for th 
reas he City of Toronto st 1 not be called 
t upport a museum of this kind t of the 
taxes, but be a Provincia stitut 

wal | ot tto seeam 1ofn sti ilies 

I riosilie no pract : € B 
( ts, grin , old bones, | en sW a 

ultons afl e| ette r rime spe t f 
the animal king m should f [ n an 
educational museun 

Whitech oe ” Mr Passmore Ed 
wards has yiven 6454 t neet the stimated 
cost of a library building for the new free publ 
library recently voted by the ratepayers. Other 
subscription 1 hand will pay for the ite, the 
fittings, and the books t egin w lat tl 
wt e of the tax lev an be \ ¢ t tt 
working expenses and the devel nent th 
library. 

Bonne Libs Indi , It « ts of a 
frame in which lit block f ij} he 
numbers of the respective boc re inserted, 
Their five sides are colored respectively | k, 
red, blue, gree nd brown, from left to right 
and the number of the book printed on each. If 
i blues is shown to the c it signifies that 
the book is in tl library ; ar the brarian 
sees this also from th lack side of the bloch 
being expose 1 the ft the behind the 
frame. Aga if a red sid shown to the 
public it tells that the | k went out the current 
week, and the librariat ws t fror 
brown side being shown on the pentagona ck 
behind thescreen. In this way the four weeks of 
the period allowed by the library are indicated 
In place of the usual ticket, Mr. Bonner has a 

forn pasted 1 the cover of the b c, with the 
ibscribers I have r it entered ther 
that a history of the book’s movement 
preserved The blocks are hollow for the rece; 
tion of the borrowers’ tickets 

Paste (amended recif ised at the Milwaukee 
Public Library). Take 4 table i f best 
wheaten flour rubbed smooth with a tle cold 
water, and add 2tablespoonfuls of common moist 
r brown sugar and a little corrosive blimate 
Mix with enough boiling water to make a quart, 


constant 
] si | 
lavender will 


stirring 


and scald thor ughly with 
" pre- 


Adding a few drops of « of 
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Cataloging and Classification 


Bosan, E. Catalogue raisonné de la coll. de E. 
E. Goupil (anc. coll. J. M. A. Aubin). Mss. 
figuratives et autres papier indigéne 
d’ agave mexicana et sur papier européen anté- | 


sur 


rieurs et postérieurs a la conquéte du mexique. 
T. 2. Paris, 1862. 6o1 p. 4°+Atlas of 80 pl. 
160 fr. 


FERRARA. BIBLIOTECA COMUNALE. AGNELLI, 
Gius. Saggio di un catalogo dei codici di autori 
non ferraresi che si conservano nella biblioteca. 
Firenze, tip. di G. Carnesecchi e figli, 1891. 32 
p. 8°. 

The HARTFORD (Conn.) Seminary record for Feb., 
1892, has (pp. “ The 
Paine hymnological collection,” by the collec- 





112-118) an account of 


tor. 


MERCANTILE L. oF PutLa. Alphabetical list (by 
title) of the class of prose fiction. Phila., the 
Company, 1891. 2 1.+166+4 p. O. 

At the end is ‘‘ a list of pseudonyms and names 
changed by marriage and forms of names not | 
used as leadings [sic].” 

Paris. BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE. D2 isLe, L. 
Manuscrits latin et francais ajoutés a la Bibl. 

75 Inventaire alphabétique. 

Paris, Champion, 1892. 2 v. 

—$ Notes sur le dép. des imprimés de la Bibl. Na- 


e 


Paris, Champion, 1892. 65 p. 8°. 


Nationale, 1875-1. 


Rg 


tionale. 





The SAtem P. L.’s March bulletin has spe- 
cial lists on ‘‘ Machinery and mechanics” and 
** Readers and speakers.” 


Urrecut. Assurance sur la vie; catalogue de 
la bibliothéque de la compagnie ‘‘ Utrecht.” 
Utrecht, J. L. Beijers, 1890. 135 p. 

Classification. 


1378 nos. 
CHANGED TITLES. 
Lumen : experiences in the infinite, by Camille 


Flammarion; tr. by Mary J. Serrano, Cassell 
Publishing Company (cpr. 1892), is the same as 


Stories of infinity, by Camille Flammarion, 
tr. byS. R. Crocker, Boston, Roberts Brothers, 
1873. W. T. PEopLEs. 
FULL NAMES. 
George McKendree Steele, D.D., L.L.D. 


(Rudimentary psychology, Boston and N. Y. 
[c. 1892] D.) W. J. James, Zidr. Wesleyan Univ. 
The maiden name of Mrs. Rebecca Brown, 
mentioned in ‘* Initials and Pseudonyms” (page 
163), under ‘‘ Lady of Boston, A,” was Warren, a 
daughter of Dr. John Warren, and a sister of the 
late Dr. John Collins Warren. S.A. GREEN. 


Supplied by Harvard College Library. 
Amaron, Calvin Elijah (Your heritage; or, New 
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Block, L: James (Dramatic sketches and poems); 

Cowperthwait, J: Howard (Money, silver, and 
finance); 

Fotsch, William (Denkwiirdigkeiten aus der 
Neuen Welt); 

Gibbens, Alvaro Franklin, joint-author (Promi- 
nent men of West Virgini«); 

Hark, Joseph Maximilian, translator (Chronicon 
Ephratense); 

Harper, Francis Perego (Catalogue of books re- 
lating to the rebellion and slavery); 

Hornaday, W: Temple (Taxidermy and zodlogi- 
cal collecting); 

Hutton, W: Rich (The Washington bridge over 
the Harlem River); 

Jennings, Herman Atwell (Provincetown; or, 
Odds and ends from the tip end); 

Mills, C: Karsner (Mental overwork and pre- 
mature disease); 

Mooney, J: Aloysius 
bearer); 

Roe, J: Elisha (The mortal moon; or, Bacon and 
his masks); 

Rudisill, H: Johns (Riverside illustrated). 


(Columbus, the Christ- 


Bibliografn. 


Biblioteca Colombina. 
Tom, 2 


Catalogo de sus libros impresos. 2. 
24+323 p. 4°. 
Catalogue de la bibli- 


Utrecht, 


Sevilla, Rasco, 1892. 
ASSURANCE sur la vie. 
othéque de la compagnie “ Utrecht.’ 

J. L. Beijers, 1890. 135 p. 

“ Contains 1378 titles. The classification is as 
follows: 1, Introduction. Periodicals. 3, 
Life insurance: a, General works, 4, Manuals 
for agents. ¢, Laws relating to insurance. d, 
Technical and historical details. 4, Savings- 
banks, widows’ and orphans’ funds, and insurance 
against superannuation, accident, and sickness. 5, 
Auxiliary sciences. 

**This arrangement satisfies only practical 
ends, but is wanting in logical connection; more- 
over, the titles in the larger divisions are ar- 
ranged neither alphabetically nor chronologi- 
cally, but only by their subject-relations, with- 
however, making the separate sections 
recognizable by any heading; it is consequently 
not at all easy to find anything. These defects 
are supplied in some degree by the alphabetical 
index, which gives the names of authors, and 
catch-words of anonymous works.” — Centralblatt 
fiir Bibliothekswesen, July —- Aug. 1891. 


° 
“* 


BiGAzz1, Pas. Aug. Firenze e contorni: manuale 
bibliog. e biog. delle principali opere e scrit- 
ture sulla storia, i monumenti, le arti, le insti- 
tuzioni, le famiglie, gli uomini illustri, ecc., 
della cittae contorni, Fasc. 2. Firenze, tip. 
Ciardelli, 1892. p. 33-64, 4°, L. 1.50 il fasci- 
colo. (Only 300 copies.) 

Bibliography of an- 

n.p., 


Botton, H. Carrington, 
alytical and applied chemistry for 1891. 





England threatened); 





#.d@. 1892. 11 p. O. 
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Repr. from the Journal of anal. and app. chem., 
Feb., 1892. 

The Smithsonian Institution is to publish Mr. 
Bolton’s ‘‘ Select bibliography of chemistry.” 


Boucnot, H. Inventaire des dessins exec. pour 
Roger de Gaigniéres aux dep. des estampes de 
la Bibl. Nationale. 
511+569 p. 8°. 

Boucuot, H. 
18e siécle. 


H. 


a8 4 


Paris, Plon, 1892. 
Livres a vignettes du I5e au 
Paris, Rouveyre, 1891. 96 p. 8°. 
BoucnorT, Les livres & vignettes du ige 
sitcle. Paris, Rouveyre, 1892. 104 p. 8°. 
Conrapges, G. de. Bibliographie sportive; les 
courses de chevaux en France, 1651-1890. 
6fr. 


Paris, Rouguectie, 1892. 8°. 


ConTADES, G. de, and Mack, fadbé. Canton de 
Carrouges ; essai de bibliographie cantonale. 
Paris, 1892. 16+329 p. 18°. 
FERNANDEZ Duro, C. Coll. bibliog.—biog. de 
noticias referentes 4 la provincia de Zamora, 
Madrid, M. Tello, 1892. 
JADART, H. 
Remi, évéque de Rheims. 
7892. 17 p. 
Koos, J. H. 
Mineralogie, und Paliontologie des Herzog- 


ele. 579 p-t. 

Bibliog. des ouvrages conc. St. 
Reims, Michaud, 
Repertorium auf die Geologie, 
thums Braunschweig u. d. angrenz. Landes- 
theile beziig. Literatur. Braunschweig, Vieweg, 


1892. 12+204p. 8°. With map. 


Lecuina, E. de. Libros de esgrima espafioles 


y portugueses. Madrid, Huerfanos, 1892. 
165 p. 4. 
MANNO, Ant. Bibliografia di Chieri. Torino, 


stamp. r. della ditta G. B. Paravia e C., 1891. 
36 p. 8°. 
From the Bidsiog. stor. degli stati della monar- 
chia di Savoia, Vv. 4. 
MOLINIER, Auguste. 
Paris, imp. nat., 1890. 


(Only £0 copies. ) 


Les obituaires francais au 
moyen Age. 4+354p. 

oO. 

**On appelle obituaires on nécrologes des 
registres sur lesquel les communautés relig- 
ieuses du moyen Age inscrivaient les noms de 
leurs membres, de leur confréres ou associés 
spirituels et de leurs principaux bienfaiteurs.” A 
Bibliographie des obituaires francais fills pp. 150 
— 284. 

PICATOSTE ¥ RODRIGUEZ, F. 
biblioteca cientifica- espafiola del 

Madrid, M. Tello, 1892. 8+-416 p. 


SOMMERVOGEL, C. Bibl. de la comp de jésus. 
Bibliog., Tom. 2. A. 
1964 col. 4°. 

Tuompson, E. Maunde. Paleografia; trad. dall’ 

inglese con aggiunte e note di G. Fumagalli 


Apuntes para una 
siglo 16. 


Ss. 


Paris, Picard, 1892. 
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Milano. 


bibliotecario della Bibl. nazionale di 


Con 21 incisioni nel testo e 4 tavole m 
fototypia. Milano, Hoepli, 1890. 74-156 p. 
8° 2 lire. 


‘‘A translation of the article Paleography in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, by Thompson, the 
Director of the British Museum. The more 
abstruse considerations of the Irish and English 
characters are omitted, and various additions are 
made,either having reference to Italy, or sup- 
plying something which does not belong in an 
encyclopedia article, as, for example, abbrevia- 
tions, etc. There are, beside, four plates of ms. 
with explanations and transcriptions, so that 
everything is found which is possible in the 
limited extent of a manual.” — ?. G. Meier in 
Centralblatt, July - Aug. 1891. 


SALVERAGLIO, Fil. Indice generale alfabetico e 


indice per soggetti del Catalogo collettivo 
della libreria italiana, 1891. Milano, stab. tip. 
G. Civelli, 1891. 628 p. 8°. 

INDEXES. 

MILAN. R. IstTiTuTO LOMBARDO Di SCIENZE E 
LETTERE. Indice generale dei lavori dalla 
fondazione all’ anno 1888 per autori e per mate- 
rie. Milano, Ulrico Hoepli, 1891. 458 p. 8°. 


The Mi_waukgeE P. L. Quarterly index, Oct. - 
Dec., has *‘ Reading notes on English literature 
for Prof. J. C, Freeman's course of lectures by 
Theresa West” (3 pp.). 

Moopkery, |: S. 
Official records of the 
Part 1, 1861-63, v. 1-31 incl. 
asp. O. 

An abridged consolidation of the indexes to 
the several volumes. 


General index to series 1 of the 
war of the rebellion. 
Wash., 1891. 


Il primo ventennio del PRorpuGNATORE, 1868 
87; indice gen. degli autori e delle materie. 
Bologna, Romagnoli Dall’ Acqua, 1891. 77 
p. 8°. 
SALVERAGLIO, Fil. Indice generale alfabetico e 
indice per soggetti del catalogo collettivo della 
Milano, stab. tip. G. 


libreria italiana, 1891. 


Civelli, 1891. 628 p. 8°. 

The UNIVERSALIST review for Oct., 18y1, con- 
tains a general index from the beginning (1844 to 
1891). It fills 22 2-col. nonpareil (solid) pages. 
W. M.G. 

THE second “‘ five-year supplement” to Poole’s 
Index (1887 -g1), is in a forward state of prepara- 
ved that it may be issued before 
But the editor, Mr. W. 


I. Fletcher, needs some help from collaborators 


tion, and it is hoy 
the close of the year. 
to complete the indexing of certain sets. Any 
one who is disposed to “lend a hand” at this 
work, is requested to communicate promptly 
with him. Amherst 
College, Amherst, Mass. 


His address is Librarian 
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Anonpms and Psendonpms. 


Yussuf. Some time ago there appeared in 
Macmillan’s divers striking ballads of Indian 
life signed ‘“ Yussuf.” The Zridune suggested 
that “ Yussuf” stood fer Kipling. Mr. Kipling’s 
new book of verse, soon to be brought out in 
London, will include the verses which he has 
published in the magazine under this pseud- 
onym. 


The following pseudonyms are taken from the 
lately issued 1°® fasc. of tome 12 of Lorenz’ “* Cata- 
logue générale de la librairie frangaise :”’ 

Alg (Mme. Louise d’), pseud. de Mme. Vve. 
Alquie’ de Rieupeyroux. 

Alta-Rocca (Rémy d’), pseud. de Mme. Vve. 
P ccc, Me Bove e PM ces 

Andris (M. B.), pseud. de Mme. Marthe Bes- 
nard. 

Ange (le 
d’Yvrande. 

Ange Benigne, pseud. de Mme. la comtesse 
de Molénes. 

Arcay (Joseph da’), pseud. du docteur de Mal- 
herbe. 

Ardnne ( Jean d), pseud. de Léon Dommartin. 

Arnaud (Mile. Simone), pseud. de Mile. Simon 
de Lage. 

Aubert (Charles Félix), pseud. de Mme. V. 
Vattier d’ Ambroyse. 

Aubray (Maxime), pseud. d'un officier. 

A udouin (Maxime), pseud. d’' Eugéne Delacroix. 

Aurgel (G. @), pseud. de Gaugler de Gempen. 


baron d), pseud. de J. Brisson, 


Aury (Victorien), pseud. de Mile. Eudoxie 
Dupuis. 

Auvray (Michel), pseud. de Mlle. Laure 
Ronnot. 

Avesnes (E. d), pseud. du R. P. Frédéric 


Rouvier. 

Aylic Marin, pseud. d' Edouard Petit. 

Aylicson (A.), pseud. de Mme. Edouard Petit. 

Azeline, pseud. d’ Albert Bovet. 

Barancy ( Jean), pseud. de Mme. Victor Nadal. 

Baridos, pseud. de Frank Horridge. 

Barine (Arvéede), pseud. de Mme. Vincens. 

Bellaing (Henri de), pseud. de Henri Van Looy 

Bertall, pseud. d’ Albert d’ Arnoux. 

Bertin (Henry), pseud. de Mile. Marie Poitevin. 

Bertin (Horace), pseud, de Simon Beuse. 

Bertrol-Graivil (Eugene), pseud. d’E. Domi- 
cent. 

Besneray (Mme. Marie de), pseud. de Mme. 
Léopold Barthe, #ée Boissonade. 

Beyra (Armand), pseud. de Fernand Cuel, offi- 
cier de cavalerie. 

Blémont (Emile), pseud. de Léon Petitdidier. 

Boeswillwald (Mme. Andrée),a écrit sous le 
pseudonyme d’André Valdés. 

Bona (Felix de), pseud. de Mile. Blanche Bes- 
serve. 

Bonami (le Dr. Paul), pseud. de M.... 
médecin en chef de l"hospice de la Bienfaisance, 

Boneval (René), pseud. de Henri Berdral. 

Bory (Paul), pseud. de P. Brunet. 
Bougyval (G.), pseud. d’André Champrosay. 
Brada, pseud. de Mme. la comtesse de Puliga. 
Branda ( Paul), pseud. d'un officier de marine. 
Brémond ( Jacques), pseud. de Abel Mercklein. 





Bruno (Camille), pseud. de Mme. .... 

Bruno (G.), pseud. de Alfred Fouillée. 

Buchard.( ].), pseud. de M. Chesnel. 

Camors (Kené de), pseud. de Mme, Clémence 
Altemer. 

Caran d’ Ache, pseud. d’ Emmanuel Poiré, 

Carmen Sylva, pseud. de la reine de Roumanie. 
— Voy. Elizabeth. 

Castanier (Arthur), pseud. de E. A. Coqueron, 

Caumont, pseud. de Mme. Alfred Méziéres, 
née Lardenois de Caumont. 

Casalis (Henri), a écrit sous le pseudonyme 
de Jean Lahor. 

Chandeneux (Claire de), pseud. de Mme. Bailly, 
née Emma Berenger. 

Chardall (Luc), pseud. de C: Dallard. 

Charley, pseud. sous lequel Ch. Corbina publié 
**Mes nuits blanches.” 

Chateaugay (Pierre), pseud. de Pierre Jaffeux. 

Chmiclensky (C.), a écrit sous le pseud. de 
Constant de Tours. 

Chtchédrine (N.), pseud. de Michel Engrafovitch 
Soltykoff. 

fjumors and Birnders. 


Two from a College Library. Student: “ Give 
me the ‘ Leather-stocking tales.’” Attendant: 
** There are several of them, in separate volumes, 
Which one would you like?” Student: “ Well, 
I guess I'll take ‘ Old morality.’” 

Student: “ Can you tell me where I can find a 
piece for declamation called ‘The victor of 
Meningo [Marengo], by Anon. ?” 

One reader at‘ the Hamilton (Can.) Public 
Library handed in a slip calling for a book 
which was shown by the indicator to be out. On 
being told the book was out, she rather astonished 
the assistant by affirming “ Well, it’s in by the 
Delineator!” <A few days later a young lad was 
positive the book was shown to be in by the In- 
cubator. Another seeker after knowledge puzzled 
the assistant by asking for ‘‘ End-of-my-own,” by 
Israel, until after inquiry it was found that he 
wanted Disraeli’s ‘‘ Endymion.” An inquiry was 
made for Dent’s “‘ Inferior;" Dante’s “ Inferno” 
was the book wanted. A lady who had inquired 
for ‘‘something nice to read,” was asked, ‘‘ In 
what class, Fiction?” ‘‘ Oh, no— just a good 
novel,” was the reply. 

To have a clear idea of what you want to know 
is the first requisite in using the library to good 
advantage. The untrained mind seems to possess 
a nebulous light within, through which it sees 
but dimly. One day a school-boy asked for a 
** Universal History.”—Librarian, ‘‘ Do you want 
a history of the whole world, or arfy special part 
of it?” Boy, ‘*I want Europe.” ‘* You wanta 
history of Europe, or a part of Europe?” ‘I 
want Great Britain.” ‘* What part of Great 
Britain?” “England.” “Is it any particular 
part of England?” ‘‘ Yes, London.” ‘* What 
is it you want to find out about in London?” 
‘* Westminster Abbey.” How much time the 
lad would have saved us both if he had hada clear 
idea of how to get at what he wanted. This is 
an extreme case, but many resemble it in a less 
degree. 
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INDISPENSABLE TO THE BOOKSTORE OR LIBRARY. 





THE 


American Catalogue 


1884-1890. 


The new volume of the American Catalogue covers the period 
July 1, 1884, to June 30, 1890, and contains besides the regular 
features of its predecessors a list of State publications and publica- 
tions of literary and scientific societies. The list of Government 
publications is brought down to June 30, 18go. 

Only 1250 copies printed, and there will be no re-issue. 


Quarto, Half Leather, $15.00; in 
Sheets, $12.50. 


‘The Catalogue is a monument of patient, dry, uninviting work. . . . There is 
scarcely a bookseller in the country who would hesitate a moment to expend twenty-five dol- 
lars in advertising his stock; ought he to hesitate a moment about an expenditure that would 
enable him to sell hundreds of dollars’ worth of books in a year? Such an investment would 
also purchase for him a reputation among his customers for intelligence and trade knowledge 


that would pay him five times over.”"—A. D, F. RANDOLPH. 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 


330 PEARL STREET 


(FRANKLIN SQUARE), New York. 
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PERFECTED AND COLLATED SETS. 


It has always been difficult for librarians to get absolutely complete copies of 
out-of-print “ long sets "—from the popular magazines desired by small libraries, up 
through the different grades of the periodicals covered by Poole’s Index, to the scarce 
and expensive series of society publications wanted for the large reference libraries. 
When a set is found, it often proves to be so defective in title-pages, indexes, signa- 
utres, parts, or illustrations, that years are required to fill the imperfections, which 
meanwhile remain as a continual irritation to the librarian. 

To remedy this difficulty THE BOSTON BOOK CO. has established a 
department under the charge of Mr. Thorvald Solberg, formerly of the library of 
Congress, for the purpose of supplying libraries with sets carefully collated and 
guaranteed to be perfect ; and also of attempting to supply parts, volumes, and partial 
sets to perfect existing deficiencies. Mr. Solberg, with six attendants, devotes his 
whole time to this branch of the business, and goes abroad annually to search in 
person for foreign sets through second-hand bookstores in England and on the 
Continent. 

Librarians who have any wants or queries in the way of sets, partial sets, or odd 
volumes of magazines, proceedings of societies, government or municipal reports, or 
other series, American or foreign, are invited to correspond on the subject with 

THE BOSTON BOOK CoO., 


CuHartes C. Soute, Presipenr.) 15% Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 


The Annual Catalogues, 
1891. 


The Annual American Catalogue for 1891 contains : 
(1) Directory of American Publishers issuing books in 189r. 
(2) Full-title Record, with descriptive notes, in author-alphabet, of all books recorded 

in the PusLisHers’ WEEKLY in 1891. 

(3) Author-, title-, and subject-index to same, in one alphabet. 
(4) Publishers’ annual lists for 1891. 

The edition is limited, and to secure copies orders should be sent at once. The 
price is $3.00 sheets, $3.50 half leather. 

The Annual Catalogue for 1886 and 1887 is now out of print. But few copies of 
the Annual Catalogue for 1888, 1889 and 1890 are on hand. 

We also supply the English Catalogue for 1891, price $1.50, paper ; the Annual 
American and English Catalogues, 1891, can be had in one volume, half leather, 
$5.00. 

THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 


P. O. Box 0943. FRANKLIN SQUARE (330 PEARL St.), New York. 
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H. SOTHERAN & CO. 







Booksellers, Bookbinders and Publishers, 


AND 
GENERAL AGENTS IN EUROPE FOR PRIVATE BOOKBUY- 
ERS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS IN AMERICA. 


Publishers of Mr. Gould’s Great Ornithological Works 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-hand Books sent post-free on application 


Telegraphic Address, Bookmen, London. C 


ide, Unicode. 


136, Strand, W. C., and 37, Piccadilly, W., London, England. 


YYRITE for the Latest 


CATALOGUE 


Corious Books and Photographs, 


PRICE, 10 GENTS, 70¢ DISCOUNT, 


TO 
A. SCHLOFFEL, Publisher, 
AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND. 
NEW LIBRARY DRAWER. 
Wanted by the inventor of the New Library 
Drawer, a man of experience, the charge of 
cataloguing a new Library. The NEw DRAWER 
surpasses all devices ever used for card or sheet 
catalogues, in economy of space, in openness to 
the eye and to the light, in the ease of finding 


and in the facility of removing or replacing any 
single sheet or the entire contents of the drawer. 


OF 





B. -F. 


All library workers should see it. Address 


FREDERIC BADGER, 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
THE ONLY INVENTION OF 
THE KIND. 


Hills’ Revolving: Newspaper File 


FOR 
Publications which are Often 
Illustrated Lengthwise 
of the Page. 
EVERY READING-ROOM SHOULD HAVE THEM. 
SEND FOR PARTICULARS. 


W. J. HILLS, Bridgeport, Conn. 


FRANCIS P. HARPER. 
17 East 16th St., N. Y. 
stock of 


carefully selected books, principally 


Carries a over 


15.000 


| Americana and Rebellion. 


Libraries are requested to ad- 
dress him when completing those 


departments. 


The Publishers Trade List 
Annual. 








This volume is indispensable to any one that 
has any interest in the purchase or sale of books, 
It contains : 

1. An index to contributors and advertisers, 

2. An index to special lines, giving important 
information as to where to find what is wanted. 

3. Short-title list, with cross and subject refer- 
ences, of the books issued from January to July 
each year, forming a supplement to the ** Annual 
Catalogue” of the year preceding the issue of 
the “* Trade List Annual.” 

4. The Publishers’ Trade Lists: These are the 
latest catalogues of American publishers, arranged 
alphabetically by the names of the publishers. 

5. The Educational Catalogue: This priced 
catalogue, which is used by the entire trade and 
educational interest as the most complete and re- 
liable reference-list of school-books, is arranged 
on the *‘ dictionary plan,” combining a finding- 
list for the trade and a subject-catalogue for the 
use of schools, 

Large 8°, price $2. 
Address 
THE OFFICE OF THE PuBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
FRANKLIN SQUARE (330 PEARL Sr.), N. Y. 

“ A very useful and reliable assistant in our business."’ 
—J. B, Lirrincotrt Co., Philadelphia. 

“One of the most time-saving and profitable instru- 
mentalities used by the trade.’"—Amanican News Co,, 
New York. 

“The most useful work for reference we have ever had 
for general use in the trade,""—Lea & Sugrarv, Boston 
























THE LIBRARY JOURNAL [ April, '92. 





ESTABLISHED 1872. 
LONDON: NEW YORK: LEIPZIG: 
30 We.LtINnGToN Sr., STRAND. 828 Broapway. Hospitar Str. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing Agent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


begs to call attention to the unequalled facilities possessed by him for 
obtaining all Foreign books and periodicals upon more economical terms 
than any other house in America or Europe. 


Employing NO COMMISSION AGENTS, he has his OWN OFFICES at London and Leipzig, and has 


open Accounts with all the large publishing houses in the world. 
His large experience enables him to give information about and to find searce and rare books to his 


patrons at most advantageous prices. : 
From Europe he receives large weekly shipments, thus reducing in favor of his customers the 
charges for freight, etc. 


_Most of the principal Colleges and Libraries already favor him with 
their orders ; amongst them he is kindly permitted to mention the following: 


Adelbert College. Johns Hopkins University. State University of Iowa. 

Alma College. Mercantile Library Association, N.Y. State University of Kansas. 

Am. Museum of Natural History. Miami University. State University of Nebraska. 
Amherst College. N. ¥. State Library. Theol. Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 
Astor Li ° N. ¥. Hospital Library. Trinity College, Hartford, Conn. 
College of the City of New York. Ohio State University. University of Ilinois. 

College of Physicians, Phila. Pratt Institate, Brooklyn, N. Y. University of Minnesota. 
Columbia College. Pablic Library, Cincinnati 0. University of Pennsylvania. 
Cornell University. Pablic Library, Cleveland, 0. University of Wisconsin. 

Enoch Pratt Free Library. Pablic Library, Minneapolis. Wesleyan University. 

Free Public Library, Newark, N. J. Reynolds Library. Williams College. 

Haverford College. State Library of Connecticut. Yale University. 





SPECIAL REFERENCES, 


“Mr, Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer. I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Geo. H. Baxer, Librarian of Columbia College, New York. 





**Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get our 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. he result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in London, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen diffrent packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr. Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders.”’ 

Matvit Dewav, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 





** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, ne and German books, both new 


and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 


by branches in different European countries.” 
Prof. Arruve H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 





“ Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal w.ch you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


time and money as dealing through you.’’ 
Ernest C. Ricuarpson, Librarian of Theol. Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 





“ Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 


shown an ‘atelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.”’ 
A. 8. Couuins, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. ¥, 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 


LONDON LEIPZIG. NEW YORK. 








